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Chaplains Letter 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

That our joy may be full! 
 

St. Augustine speaking to God says, “Sometimes you allow me to experience a feeling quite unlike my 

normal state, an inward sense of delight which, if it were brought to perfection in me, would be something 

not encountered in this life, though what it is I cannot tell.”  [Confessions, x, 40]  

 

An “inward sense of delight”, joy in our souls.  It is a taste of the ecstasy of heaven that we have all 

experienced, even if for the briefest moments.  We know it in moments of awe before the grandeur of nature.  

We may have known it in our first love, when in innocence of heart beauty stopped us and we shuddered, 

“Behold, a god stronger than I!” [Dante, Vita Nuova, II, 19]  We may have been moved by it when in wonder 

we lovingly beheld a son or daughter resting in uncomplicated and complete trust.  We may have known it in 

the worship of God with others or maybe in a room by ourselves. 

 

Music in corporate worship can be an instrument, a kind of ladder between heaven and earth upon which 

ascend and descend prayer and divine messages that delight the heart.  Richard Hooker, an Anglican 

theologian of the Reformation, in justifying the use of music in worship, recalled that David was “the author 

of adding unto poetry melody in public prayer, melody both vocal and instrumental, for the raising up of 

men’s hearts, and the sweetening of their affections towards God…there is [a kind of music that] carries [us] 

as it were into ecstasies, filling the mind with an heavenly joy and for the time in a manner of severing it 

from the body.” [Laws, V, 38]  I give thanks to God for the musicians in our congregation who lift our hearts 

and lead our worship in Utrecht and Zwolle – organists, choirs, the Gospel band, Susan’s worship group, 

Joyful Noise – and for our hearty congregational singing. 

 

This taste and experience of the joy of heaven here on earth in worship and outside of church renews and 

enflames our longing for God.  Jesus would have us look higher and hope for so much more than the vision 

of a world apart from God offers – to be refashioned in the image and likeness of God, made able to behold 

the beatific vision, to enjoy God and our loved ones forever.  

 

The Gospels tell us there can be no greater joy than to see our risen Lord Jesus.  Before dying Jesus said, 

You now have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one will take 

from you. [Jn 16]  Jesus fulfilled this promise in his Resurrection.  The women who saw Jesus, “departed 

quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell the disciples.” [Mt 28:8]  When the Emmaus 

disciples met Jesus their “hearts burned within them.” [Lk 24:32]  When Jesus appeared in the midst of the 

apostles they had joy! [Lk 24:41,52; Jn 20:20; 21:7]   

 

This Easter, should Jesus not first return in glory, he will surely make himself known by an “inward sense of 

delight” when we gather together in his name and in our worship.   

 

I hope you can join us this Easter “that our joy may be full” [1 John 1:4]. 

 

In the love of the risen Lord Jesus, 

 

David 
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*Why Easter will never go away 

How do you make sense of the Resurrection? Dead men don’t rise, so why believe that this 

particular dead man did rise?  At the end of St Luke’s Gospel we read that: “they still did not 

believe it because of joy and amazement” (Luke 24.4). This is highly significant             . 

The Gospels do not show us a group of disciples who were in a receptive frame of mind. 

After the crucifixion, they were in hiding, frightened and scattered. Then suddenly, theycame 

out of hiding and were totally different; excited, joyful. By Pentecost they were confident, 

with one firm message: “You crucified Jesus, but God raised him up!”   How did they know 

this? Because of experience. Some of them had visited the tomb of Jesus: it was empty. 

Others claimed to have seen and touched the risen Lord. Were they hallucinating? People 

can hallucinate in groups – when taking drugs, for example. But of course each one will see 

a different hallucination. But the disciples all saw the same thing. Or rather, the same person. 

Jesus.   Were they lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death as a criminal. Perhaps they 

wanted to rescue his good name. So did they pretend they had seen him?   This theory has a 

big problem. Their preaching led them into trouble with the authorities. They were beaten 

and imprisoned and some of them killed. People will die for ideas and causes which they 

believe in passionately. But not for things they have made up. We might suffer for our 

convictions, we will not suffer for our inventions.   What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That 

Jesus didn’t die on the cross, despite terrible wounds. He recovered in the tomb, and escaped. 

The disciples nursed him back to health. But Roman soldiers knew when a man was dead; 

and there was the guard on the tomb. Also, the events which followed simply don’t fit.   If 

the disciples had been hiding Jesus, they would have kept very low-key, and out of the way, 

so that the authorities did not come after him again.           Besides, to preach that God had 

raised Jesus from the dead – which is exactly what they did preach – would have been a lie. 

Beatings and threat of death would soon have loosened their tongues. Inventions crumble 

under pressure; convictions hold fast.  Another reason for believing in the Resurrection is 

this: Jesus’ continuing impact. Thousands and soon millions of people in every generation 

since have shared an inescapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through life. Though unseen, 

they identify this presence as the Risen Lord.   Sometimes this experience of meeting Jesus is 

gentle and fitful. Sometimes it is dramatic and life-changing. This reminds us that the 

resurrection of Jesus is not just an interesting historical puzzle. It is a vital present day 

reality. It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of the central Christian truths: death is dead; 

Jesus is alive; God is love. 

This central notion was captured, most movingly, by the great Albert Schweitzer: “He came 

to those men who knew him not. He speaks to us the same word: ‘Follow thou me’, and sets 

us to the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time. He commands. And to those who obey 

him, whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts, the 

suffering which they shall pass through in his fellowship, and, as ineffable mystery, they 

shall learn in their own experience who He is.” 

Have a joyful – and a challenging – Easter. 
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Drinking from the Well of Life 
 

These daily readings are meant to augment and fit with the Sunday readings used at the services of Holy Communion.  
 

The Week of Lent IV – March 31 to April 5 
 

Grant, we beseech you, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, 

by the comfort of your grace may mercifully be relieved; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
    

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Exodus 24 John 7:1-24 Exodus 25:1-22 1 Timothy 1:1-17 

Tuesday Exodus 28:1-4,29-41 John 7:25-end Exodus 29:38--30:16 1 Timothy 1:18--2 end 

Wednesday Exodus 32 John 8:1-30 Exodus 33 1 Timothy 3 

Thursday Exodus 34 John 8:31-end Exodus 35:20--36:7 1 Timothy 4 

Friday Exodus 40:17-end John 9 Leviticus 6:8-end 1 Timothy 5 

Saturday Leviticus 19 John 10:1-21 Leviticus 25:1-24 1 Timothy 6 

 

The Week of Lent V – April 7 to 12 
 

 WE beseech you, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon your people: that by your great goodness they may 

be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Numbers 6 John 10:22-end Numbers  9:15-end & 10:29-end Titus 1:1-2:8 

Tuesday Numbers 11:10-33 John 11:1-44 Numbers 12 Titus 2:9--3 end 

Wednesday Numbers 13 John 11:45-end Numbers 14:1-25 2 Timothy 1 

Thursday Numbers 16:1-35 John 12:1-19 Numbers 16:36--17 end 2 Timothy 2 

Friday Numbers 20 John 12:20-end Numbers 22:1-35 2 Timothy 3 

Saturday Numbers 22:36--23:26 John 13 Numbers 23:27--24 end 2 Timothy 4 

 

Holy Week – April 14 to 19 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of your tender love towards mankind, hast sent your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow 

the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, and 

also be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Hosea 13:1-14 John 14:1-14 Hosea 14 John 14:15-end 

Tuesday Isaiah 42:1-9 John 15:1-16 Wisdom 2 John 15:17-end 

Wednesday Numbers 21:4-9 John 16:1-15 Leviticus 16:2-24 John 16:16-end 

Maundy Thurs Lamentations 1:1-14  John 17 Lamentations 3:1-33 John 13:1-35 

Friday Gen. 22:1-18 John 18:1-32 Isaiah 50:4-10 John 19:38-end 

Saturday Zech. 9:9-12 1 Peter 2:11-end Job 19:21-27 John 2:13-22 
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Easter Week – April 21 to 26 
 

 Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ has overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of 

everlasting life: We humbly beseech you, that as by your special grace going before us you put into our minds good 

desires, so by your continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  Amen 

 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Easter Day Exodus 12:1-14 Revelation 1:4-18 Exodus 14:5-end John 20:11-23 

Monday Exodus 15:1-18 Luke 24:1-12 Isaiah 12 Revelation 7:9-end 

Tuesday Isaiah 25:1-9 I Peter 1:1-12 Isaiah 26:1-19 Matthew 28:1-10 

Wednesday Isaiah 61 I Peter 1:13-end Song of Songs 2:8-end John 21:1-14 

Thursday Job 14:1-15 I Thess. 4:13-end Daniel 12 Mark 5:21-end 

Friday Zephaniah 3:14-end Acts 17:16-31 2 Kings 4:8-37 Luke 7:11-17 

Saturday Jeremiah 31:1-14 Acts 26:1-23 Micah 7:7-end John 11:17-44 

 
The Week of Easter I – April 28 to May 3 

 

ALMIGHTY Father, who hast given your only Son to die for our sins, and to rise again for our justification: Grant us 

so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness, that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; 

through the merits of the same your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Deuteronomy 1:3-18 Acts  1:1-14 Deuteronomy 1:19-end Acts 1:15-end 

Tuesday Deuteronomy 2:1-25 Acts 2:1-21 Deuteronomy 2:26--3:5 Acts 2:22-end 

Wednesday Deuteronomy 3:18-end Acts 3:1--4:4 Deuteronomy 4:1-24 Acts 4:5-31 

Thursday Deuteronomy 4:41-end Acts 4:32--5:11 Deuteronomy 5:1-21 Acts 5:12-end 

Friday Deuteronomy 5:22-end Acts 6:1--7:16 Deuteronomy 6 Acts 7:17-34 

Saturday Deuteronomy 7:1-11 Acts 7:35--8:4  Deuteronomy 7:12-end Acts 8:4-25 
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CTC CHILDRENS’ TRINITY CLUB CORNER 
 

Hi there! 

Snowdrops, daffodils, crocuses and trees blossoming, the early and exquisite Spring chorus 

of the birds – and that all in the beginning of March!  Well what can we say!  This may have 

changed by the end of the month – who knows, but this is just one of God’s many good gifts 

and to be enjoyed thankfully.   

 

Journeying on towards the end of Lent and those weeks leading up to the drama and passion 

of Holy Week – the triumph of victorious love.  The mission of King Jesus is not one of 

political domination but love and peace (Luke 19.42).  From the happy clamour of pilgrims, 

Luke soon takes us to the painful silence of a garden by night.  In Gethsemane we glimpse 

the private turmoil behind the public adoration.  Jesus commited himself to drinking the cup 

of the new covenant in the intimacy of the supper table (22:20).    Then the intimacy of His 

relationship with His Father, Jesus struggles over the suffering the cup will bring.  Then a 

different kind of intimacy – a traitor’s kiss and the suffering that begins with betrayal. 

Gonny explains that CTC will be concentrating on a sort of Easter project with different 

themes, each with its own symbol,  which are linked to various parts of the Bible.   

Sunday 9
th

 March CTC began their Easter project with: 

The HEART – appropriate for the Love for Jesus. Then following this the symbol: 

The MIRROR – in which you can see yourself and which reflects an image of yourself.  The 

question is whether how you see yourself is in keeping with what you say about yourself and 

if  you really mean it.  The Sunday after the symbol: 

The HAND -  do you stick your hand up to stop someone doing something or to stop 

something happening?  Is that an easy or a difficult gesture to make?  And can it be done 

without resorting to aggression (violence)?   

The GLASSES (to see through) -  do you SEE Jesus as your Saviour? 

The WEIGHING SCALES -  are the things which Jesus did,  fairly looked at, and evaluated  

by those who judged Him? 

The FOOTPRINTS – a pair of footprints symbolize the path that Jesus alone must tread.  

And finally: 

The LANTERN – the symbol for EASTER DAY – JESUS IS RISEN AND HIS LIGHT 

SEARCHES FOR US. 

Sounds like an inspiring lead up to Easter for children and leaders alike.   
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When asked what they would be doing in these weeks before Easter, Rosemarie, one of the 

team leaders of the Teenage Group, sent the following in: 

“As adults in Holy Trinity Utrecht we are aware of Lent and the preparations we make for 

Easter.  As leaders of the Teenage Group, we try to let our youth think more about what Lent 

means to them personally.  Some families have Lent traditions, they may read the Bible more 

often after dinner, fast together or pray together.  This healthy tradition of preparation is, of 

course, something that you want your children to consider by themselves, even when they 

start studying and living on their own.  By using our time to make Lent something applicable 

to each of our daily lives, the teenagers can contemplate their own fasting and motives.  Of 

course, in this time when liturgy and services focus on sinfulness and penitence more than in 

other times of the year, it is also good to have a good time in our teenage service.   

Fasting with the right attitude can be a catalyst for joy in our lives.  Considering the sacrifice 

is only one side of the coin.  The other side, the joy of Easter, is also something to look 

forward to, and in our time of fasting we can find peace in that knowledge. 

Please continue to pray for us, the leaders, but more importantly for our teenagers as they 

keep growing spiritually and bring our meetings a lot of fun and joy. 

Blessings,  

The Teenage Teamleaders 

We leave you with a prayer for CTC and for the Teenage Group, children, young people and 

their group leaders – from  ‘Opwekking’: 

Wij zijn onderweg als pelgrims, 

Vinden bij elkaar houvast. 

Naast elkaar als broers en zusters, 

Dragen wij elkanders last.  

Nicky for CTC and the Teenage Group 
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Services in April 
 

Passion Sunday, 6
th

 April and Palm Sunday, 13
th
 April  

 
 6-4-2014 6-4-2014 13-4-2014 13-4-2014 

Day 
Lent 5 Passion 

Sunday 

Lent 5 Passion 

Sunday 
Palm Sunday Palm Sunday 

Time 9:00 10:45 9:00 10:45 

Celebration 1 Sung Communion 
1 All-Age 

Communion 

2 Sung HC  

(Dutch-Eng) 
2 Sung Communion 

Celebrant David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips 

Preacher David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips 

Old Testament Exodus 24:4-8 xxx xxx 
Matt 21:1-13  

(at start) 

Psalm 143 143 73:22-end 73:22-end 

New Testament Hebrews 9:11-15 Hebrews 9:11-15 Philippians 2:5-11 Philippians 2:5-11 

Reader 
Andrew Tucker Kit de Bolster Otto v. Boetzelaer Nicky de Bie 

Hans Baars  -------- Adrian Los 

Intercessor 
Renee van 

Beuningen 
Madeleine de Boer Otto v. Boetzelaer Andrew Tucker 

Chalice 
….. Sheila Kooijman Frank Fink-Jensen Harry Barrowclough 

….. Paul Kooijman Otto v. Boetzelaer Adrian Los 

Steward 
Andrew Tucker 

Kim van der  

Kaaij-Ong 
Andreas Fink-Jensen Paul Kooijman 

 Kit de Bolster Brian Fink-Jensen Maryon Jägers 

CTC 4-8    Kristen 

CTC 8-12    Edwin 

 

 

Palm Sunday, 13
th

 April until Wednesday of Holy Week, 16th April 

 
 13-4-2014 14-4-2014 15-4-2014 16-4-2014 

Day Palm Sunday 
Monday of Holy 

Week 

Tuesday of Holy 

Week 

Wednesday of Holy 

Week 

Time 14:30 20:00 20:00 20:00 

Celebration 2 Choral Evensong Compline Compline Compline 

Celebrant David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips 

Preacher Truitt Wiensz 
Frank 

Boneschanscher 
Thomas Fink-Jensen Roger van Oordt 

Old Testament Isaiah 52:13--53 end Isaiah 63 Isaiah 50:5-end  

Psalm 118 69 79 120 

New Testament xxx xxx xxx Hebrews 9:16-end 

Reader 
Harry Barrowclough Andrew Tucker Andrew Tucker  

   Madeleine de Boer 

Intercessor Liturgical    

Chalice 
    

    

Steward 
Gillian de Haas Francis Clark Francis Clark Andrew Tucker 

    

CTC 4-8     

CTC 8-12     
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Services in April 
Maundy Thursday, 17th April until Holy Saturday, 19th April 

 
 17-4-2014 18-4-2014 18-4-2014 19-4-2014 

Day Maundy Thursday Good Friday Good Friday Holy Saturday 

Time 20:00 9:00 15:00 9:00 

Celebration Sung Communion 
Morning Prayer 

(Dutch) 

Evening Prayer & 

Litany 
Morning Prayer 

Celebrant David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips 

Preacher David Phillips Peter Boswijk David Phillips Truitt Wiensz 

Old Testament Exodus 12:1-11 xxx Isaiah 50:4-10 xxx 

Psalm 43 22 88 16, 30 

New Testament 1 Cor 11:17-34 Hebrews 10:1-25 xxx 1 Peter 3:17-end 

Reader 
Hans Baars TBA Peter Gillies  

Jan de Beij TBA  Kit de Bolster 

Intercessor Harry Barrowclough TBA Peter Gillies Andrew Tucker 

Chalice 
Jan de Beij TBA   

Maryon Jägers TBA   

Steward 
Madeleine de Boer TBA Gillian de Haas Andrew Tucker 

Maryon Jägers TBA Nicky de Bie Kit de Bolster 

CTC 4-8     

CTC 8-12     

  

 

Easter Vigil, 19
th

 April until Easter Monday, 21
st
 April 

 
 19-4-2014 20-4-2014 20-4-2014 21-4-2014 

Day Easter Vigil Easter Sunday Easter Sunday Easter Monday 

Time 21:00 9:00 10:45 10:30 

Celebration 3 Sung HC (Dutch) 
3 Sung HC (Dutch-

A) 
3 Sung HC Sung HC (Dutch-U) 

Celebrant David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips 

Preacher David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips 

Old Testament Exodus 12:21-28 xxx Exodus 12:21-28 Hosea 6:1-6 

Psalm 111 111 111 118:22-25 

New Testament Colossians 3:1-7 Colossians 3:1-7 Colossians 3:1-7 Acts 10:34-43 

Reader 
? Pieter v. Oordt Anne Miechielsen Han Prins 

? Otto v. Boetzelaer Maryon Jägers --------- 

Intercessor ? Otto v. Boetzelaer Adrian Los Frank Fink-Jensen 

Chalice 
? Otto v. Boetzelaer Henry Miechielsen Han Prins 

? Pieter v. Oordt Adrian Los Frank Fink-Jensen 

Steward 
? Erik Prins 

Kim van der Kaaij-

Ong 
Andreas Fink-Jensen 

? Steven Postma Sheila Kooijman Brian Fink-Jensen 

CTC 4-8   Danielle  

CTC 8-12   Gonny  
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Services in April 
Eve of Easter 1, 26

th
 April and Easter 1, 27

th
 April 

 
 26-4-2013 27-4-2013 27-4-2013 

Day Eve of Easter 1 Easter 1 Easter 1 

Time 19:30 9:00 10:45 

Celebration Even Prayer & Praise 
4 Sung HC (Dutch- 

Eng) 

4 Choral HC - 

Healing 

Celebrant David Phillips David Phillips David Phillips 

Preacher Peter Boswijk David Phillips David Phillips 

Old Testament 1 Kings 17:8-end xxx Ezekiel 27:1-10 

Psalm xxx 81:1-4 81:1-4 

New Testament xxx 1 John 5:4-12 1 John 5:4-12 

Reader 
youngster Pieter v. Oordt Henry Miechielsen 

 --------- Mieps Fontein 

Intercessor ….. Han Prins Liturgical 

Chalice 
 Han Prins Harry Barrowclough 

 Pieter v. Oordt Paul Kooijman 

Steward 
Francis Clark Erik Prins Andrew Tucker 

 Steven Postma Paul Kooijman 

CTC 4-8   Kristen 

CTC 8-12   Edwin 
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Spring 
 

From my window                                                                 Lente 

I am looking at a tree 

an ordinary tree                                                                   Vanuit mijn raam 

a chestnut tree                                                                      kijk ik 

                                                                                            op een boom 

from my window                                                                een gewone boom 

I see spring                                                                         een kastanjeboom 

 

the buds, all in place                                                         vanuit mijn raam 

seem to be waiting                                                            kijk ik 

for the director                                                                   op de lente 

to give the sign                                                                   

for them                                                                            de knoppen zitten alle op hun plaats 

to reveal                                                                            ze lijken op de regisseur te wachten 

their intriguing inner life                                                   die het sein zal geven 

                                                                                         tot ontknoping 

from my window                                                             van hun intrigerend binnenleven 

I look in wonder                                                                  

at this now                                                                          vanuit mijn raam 

not so ordinary tree                                                           kijk ik 

this chestnut tree                                                                met verwondering 

and I quietly ask myself                                                   naar deze nu niet meer gewone boom 

is anything ever just ordinary                                          de kastanjeboom 

                                                                                         en stil vraag ik mij af 

                                                                                         is iets wel ooit gewoon 

Oeke Kruythof 

                                                                                              Oeke Kruythof 

Jenny Narraway translation/ transcreation 

 

U.S.R.K 
The editor has a copy of the Annual Publication of the USRK, of which our musical director 

Henk Korff is the chairman. 

If anyone would like information or to read the Publication please contact the editor or Henk. 

 

I have also received information from the Kerk and Israel workgroup. 

They have regular meetings and the May meeting takes place on the 11
th
 when it  will be the 

annual  rememberance of the Jom Hashoah plaats 

. The meeting will be held at de Oudegracht 270 and begins at 19;00 
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House to rent for three months 
We have received a request from a family in Utrecht who would like to rent their house out     

for three months later this year while they work in the United States of America 

 

Hello 

Because of our work for the Navigators we will be abroad for three months this coming 

summer, from the middle of May till the middle of August. During this time we would like to 

sublet our house for the duration. 

Place: Moerbeistraat in Utrecht (10 minutes by bicycle to the centre of the city and central 

station.) 

House: Newly built house(>100m2), living room with an open kitchen on the ground floor, 

three bedrooms(16,10,&7m2) and a bathroom with bath on the first floor and on the second 

floor a room(16m2). There is a garden with a shed(bikes can be used) and a back alley. We 

have 2 children(age 3 and 1), so childrens beds and other possessions connected with 

childcare are available. 

Use of the car is negotiable. 

Price 750 euros,-inclusive. 

With kind regards GertPaul & Ellen van der Vlies-Reumerman 

(gertpaul@navigators.nl) 

 

 
 
 

Prayer Chain 

If you have any requests for the prayer chain, or if you feel called to take part in this 

ministry, please contact Anne Miechielsen by phone at 030 220 5049. 

 

 
 

 

 

Bible Study before and after Easter! 
 

The lent Bible course “Rich Inheritance, Jesus' Legacy of Love" will be continued Tuesday 

April 1 and 8 at 20 hours. The subject for the Bible study after Lent will be announced 

during or after Easter. 

NB Everybody is welcome! 

Danielle Los - 030 236 8572 
Hans Baars, ebaars@planet 
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Memorable days in April 

 

 April 3
rd

  Richard of Chichester - wanting God more clearly, dearly and nearly 

Ever wonder where the prayer … ‘May I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, and 

follow thee more nearly, day by day’ comes from? Richard of Chichester, a bishop in the 

13th century, wrote it. 

He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich, the son of a yeoman farmer. But Richard 

was a studious boy, and after helping his father on the farm for several years, refused an 

advantageous offer of marriage, and instead made his way to Oxford, and later to Paris and 

Bologna to study canon law .In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon appointed 

Chancellor, where he supported Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his struggles against 

King Henry III’s misuse of Church funds. After further study to become a priest, Richard 

was in due course made a bishop himself. He was greatly loved. He was charitable and 

accessible, both stern and merciful to sinners, extraordinarily generous to those stricken by 

famine, and a brilliant legislator of his diocese     He decreed that the sacraments were to be 

administered without payment, Mass celebrated in dignified conditions, the clergy to be 

chaste, to practice  residence, and to wear clerical dress. The laity was obliged to attend Mass 

on Sundays and holy days, and to know by heart the Hail Mary as well as the Lord’s Prayer 

and the Creed .Richard was also prominent in preaching the Crusade, which he saw as a call 

to reopen the Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political expedition. He died at Dover on 3 

April 1253. In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with a chalice at his feet, in memory 

of his having once dropped the chalice at Mass! One ancient English church is dedicated to 

him .And, of course, he is author of that famous prayer, now set to popular music, which 

runs in full    

:“Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all the benefits thou hast given me, for all the 

pains and insults which thou hast borne for me. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly and follow thee more nearly, 

day by day.” 

 April 18th Good Friday – the day the Son of God died for you 

Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on the cross. He was crucified at 9am in the 

morning, and died six hours later, at 3pm. It is the most solemn day in the Christian year, and 

is widely marked by the removal of all decorations from churches. In Lutheran churches, the 

day was marked by the reading of the passion narrative in a gospel, a practice which lies 

behind the ‘passions’ composed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750). Both the St 

Matthew Passion and the St John Passion have their origins in this observance of Good 

Friday. 

The custom of observing a period of three hours’ devotion from 12 midday to 3 pm on Good 

Friday goes back to the 18th century. The ‘Three Hours of the Cross’ often take the form of 

an extended meditation on the ‘Seven Last Words from the Cross’, with periods of silence, 

prayer, or hymn-singing. 
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BESIDE THE STILL WATERS … 
 

      I was planning to go down to Antwerp for dinner. That might seem a bit extravagant but 

what the heck! Daniel, my friend in that city, has a very full social and business programme 

such that I just about need to submit a request in triplicate to book a slot in his busy schedule 

but by chance he had a free evening one Wednesday. However, I had a demonstration in the 

museum where I do voluntary work and that didn’t finish until 5 in the afternoon. Now those 

of you who are familiar with the Dutch motorway system will appreciate that 5 in the 

afternoon is a particularly bad time to try for long journeys, especially if you need to cross a 

river and, let’s face it, you can’t really get anywhere in Holland without crossing a river.  

Often there will be a motorway intersection just before the bridge and the problem will be 

compounded by two or three other roads feeding in just after the intersection and all of these 

will be full of heavy traffic at this time of the day. I have been stuck for as much as 20 

minutes in the past waiting to get onto the motorway going south and that was in blizzard 

conditions last winter. I was not looking forward at all to the drive down. However, I have 

my trusty navigation system, fondly referred to as ‘Gloria’, that is supposed to guide me past 

traffic jams. This would be an acid test! 

It was a glorious evening when I set out, dry and with a clear sky in which the stars were just 

beginning to be visible. The ETA on my satnav suggested I would get to my destination at 

about 6-40. That sounded just too optimistic to be true and the closer I got to the first 

potential snarl up, the more the ETA was put back. By the time I reached the intersection 

Gloria was predicting an arrival time of 7-30. This did not look good. Imagine my surprise 

when she directed me past the intersection. She clearly had an ace up her electronic sleeve! I 

now seemed to be heading towards Rotterdam – not the direction I had in mind at all. And so 

instead of crossing the river, I was running parallel to it. But I put my trust in Gloria and 

hoped for the best. 

 

By the time I reached the edge of the Rotterdam urban sprawl it was pitch dark. If I am 

driving somewhere new I like to be able to see all around me and have an idea where I 

actually am. This was no longer possible and I was entirely dependent on my electronic 

friend. She had only ever let me down once in the past, and that wasn’t really her fault. How 

could she know that the bridge she wanted me to cross had only that day been closed to 

traffic? But now I was utterly at her mercy. Just before I would have considered it too late, 

she guided me south and over a bridge that was completely clear. And now I entered 

unknown territory! Jamie’s favourite expression under these circumstances of “there be 

dragons” suddenly popped into my head and my confidence took a knock. 

 

The road was dual carriageway but not motorway and seemed very provincial. If Gloria were 

to conk out now I would be utterly lost. Then unexpectedly I found myself on a causeway 

which crossed a very wide stretch of water, in retrospect part of the estuary of the Maas 

where it joins the North Sea at Rotterdam. On the headland over to my right was an oil 

refinery, not unusual in this part of the world since Rotterdam has one of the highest 

concentrations of petrochemical processing plants in the world. I know that there are far 

more beautiful things in creation than a refinery and that there are those who find them a 

positive blot on the landscape, but at night, when the complex is lit up, it can be quite 

breathtaking and I mean that in a positive sense! A myriad of lights twinkled from the 
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gantries and they were all reflected in the still, dark waters of the estuary. It was magical!   

From there, the road took me down towards the Belgian border and very soon Gloria gave 

me a choice: toll road or not. I chose not since my wallet was on the back seat and I didn’t 

feel like fighting with my coat to find it. And so it was that I found myself in the Antwerp 

docks, once again surrounded by refineries. And here too, it was beautiful in a stark 

industrial sort of way and the lights were hypnotic as they reflected off the water of the 

harbours and channels. “Turn right” I was instructed, so being a compliant sort of chap, I did, 

only to find the road closed as the bridge was up. I was fascinated by the huge tanker that 

was slowly making its way, apparently across the road I was on. It too was utterly 

impressive, the dark of the night concealing any of its less attractive features. Eventually I 

left the dock area and after following a bus for a while, I realised where I was. Gloria had 

done it again, and what an unexpected adventure she had provided! 

 

The evening was a great success and dinner was delicious, if rather expensive. The next day I 

was used as a guinea pig. Daniel’s museum, the Maagdenhuis (young girls’ orphanage) in 

Antwerp, has a new exhibition comparing their institute with the Maagdenhuis in Amsterdam 

which was a functioning Catholic children’s home until about half way through last century. 

He wanted my constructive criticism of the exhibition and its layout. I was particularly 

struck by a video presentation that followed the fortunes of two girls and their brother who 

had lost their parents. The prospect of being looked after in such a grand building as the 

Maagdenhuis, now the head office of the University of Amsterdam, might seem rather 

splendid, until you realise just what it entailed. First of all, the three children were separated 

from each other, more or less for good, because the boy had to be housed elsewhere and the 

girls’ age difference meant that they were cared for in different departments. They had to 

hand in their own clothes and dress in the orphanage uniform, something that ‘branded’ them 

instantly as children in care. If they were lucky enough to have ‘acceptable’ aunts or other 

suitable living relatives, they might be allowed to visit them for a weekend now and then. So, 

although their physical needs were well catered for, the emotional cost of ending up in an 

orphanage was enormous; the unexpected side of an apparently philanthropic situation. 

 

And so it was with my journey down to Antwerp, except that for me, the unexpected was 

unexpectedly delightful. It put in mind of psalm 23. I was being led beside still waters – and 

the waters of the estuary and the docks were very still indeed. By putting my trust in my 

guide, in this case Gloria, I was shown the most beautiful views and I was brought safely to 

where I wanted to be. Now that Lent is nearly done, perhaps we should have more 

confidence in the salvation brought to us by Christ’s sacrifice, and even more, by his 

resurrection from the dead, a prospect promised to us all. We should have more trust in our 

guide as he leads beside the still waters. So let me wish you all a blessed and holy Easter! 

Harry 
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Services in April 
(services are in English unless otherwise specified) 

 

Sunday 6
th

 April        LENT 5 (also known as Passion Sunday) 

    9:00 Sung Communion  

   with guest preacher: The Most Rev Dr Jacob Chimeledya,  

   Archbishop of Tanzania 

  10:45 All Age Worship – Communion  

 Zwolle Anglican Church 16:00 Sung Communion  

 

HOLY WEEK 

Sunday 13
th

  April   PALM SUNDAY 

    9:00 Sung Communion (Dutch/Eng) 

  10:45 Sung Communion  

  14:30 Choral Evensong with preacher:  Mr Truitt Wiensz 
 

          Monday 14
th

 April Holy Monday – 20:00 Compline (meditation by Frank Boneschanscher) 
 

          Tuesday 15
th

 April Holy Tuesday – 20:00 Compline (meditation by Thomas Fink-Jensen) 
 

          Wednesday 16
th

 April Holy Wednesday – 20:00 Compline (meditation by Roger van Oordt) 
 

          Thursday 17
th

 April MAUNDY THURSDAY – 20:00 Sung Communion  
 

          Friday 18
th

 April GOOD FRIDAY – 9:00  Special Mattins (Dutch/Eng) 

                        –15:00  Special Evensong  
 

          Saturday 19
th

 April Holy Saturday –   9:00 Morning prayer (meditation by Peter Boswijk) 

 

EASTER WEEK 

Saturday 19
th

 April       EASTER VIGIL – 21:00 – Choral Communion  
 

Sunday 20
th

 April       EASTER DAY 

    8:45 Sung Communion (Dutch/Eng)  

  10:45 Choral Communion  

 Zwolle Anglican Church 16:00 Evensong  
 

          Monday 14
th

 April Holy Monday – 10:00 Holy Communion (said) 
 

          Tuesday 15
th

 April Holy Tuesday – 10:00 Holy Communion (said) 
 

Saturday 26
th

 April   Evening Prayer and Praise  

  19:30 Service of the Word with Gospel Band  

    with Guest Preacher:: Mr Peter Boswijk  

 

Sunday 27
th

 April       EASTER 1 (services led by the Rev Trevor Whitfield) 

  9:00 Sung Communion (Dutch/Eng)  

   10:45 Choral Communion   

 

In addition to the above services we offer at Holy Trinity Utrecht: 

Daily  Morning Prayer (Tuesday to Friday 8.00; Saturday 9.00) and  

Evening Prayer  (Tuesday to Friday 17.30; Saturday 17:00) 

 Weekly  Holy Communion (said) (Wednesday at 19.00 (except April 5) 

 

------------ 
 

Please send your May Newsletter contributions by 10
th

 April at the latest. 


