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 28 Nov Ecumenical new church year celebration, 7 PM p.19

 5 Dec Bible Study Haaften, 8 PM  p. 6

 6 Dec Bible Study Parsonage, 8 PM (door open 7:45) p. 6

 13 Dec Bible Study Parsonage, 8 PM (door open 7:45) p. 6

 14 Dec Bible Study Houten, 10 AM  p. 6

 20 Dec Bible Study Parsonage, 8 PM (door open 7:45) p. 6

 28 Dec Bible Study Houten, 10 AM  p. 6

Paula & Nathan’s wedding: Two members of our congregation at Holy Trinity Church, 
Paula van der Maas and Nathan Bunt, are, Deo volente, getting married on the 9th of 
December. We wish them the best of luck with the last preparations for the big day and 
would ask that you please keep them in your prayers.  

Christian Classics study group: will be starting again in on January 3rd. See page 13 
for more information. 

Confirmation: Our next Confirmation in the Chaplaincy will happen, God willing, on 
Saturday 25

th
 March AD 2017 when Bishop Robert Innes will visit us in Amersfoort and 

Utrecht. If you are interested in confirmation for yourself or for your son or daughter, 
please contact one of our chaplains, David Phillips (06 124 104 31) or Grant Crowe (06 
299 723 03), who would be most pleased to speak with you. 

Pilgrimage to Taize: All young adults (15-29) of the Anglican congregations in Utrecht 
and Amersfoort are invited for a trip to Taizé next summer. We want to travel by coach to 
Taizé, where we are encouraged to search for communion with God through community 
prayer, songs, silence, personal reflection and sharing. We will stay in Taizé as guests of 
the community, so we can join the weekly program.  
See page 24 to find out more! 
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Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and prophesied: 68 ‘Praise be to the Lord, 

the God of Israel, 

because he has come to his people and 

redeemed them. 69 He has raised up a 

horn of salvation for us in the house of his 

servant David 70 (as he said through his 

holy prophets of long ago), 71 salvation 

from our enemies and from the hand of all 

who hate us –72 to show mercy to our 

ancestors and to remember his holy 

covenant,73  the oath he swore to our 

father Abraham: 74 to rescue us from the 

hand of our enemies, and to enable us to 

serve him without fear 75 in holiness and 

righteousness before him all our 

days.’(Luke 1:67-74). 

These are the opening words of the 

biblical song called the Benedictus – 

called that due to the first word of its Latin 

translation. The entire text – up to v79 – 

has two halves. The first half – as quoted 

above – looks back to the promises of 

God now being fulfilled. The second half 

focuses on the prophetic role of his eight 

day old son. We focus on this first 

section.  

The section can be summed up in the 

name of Zechariah’s Son – John means 

‘Yahweh is gracious’ – in this canticle 

Zechariah celebrates the grace of God. 

God is praised – because “he has come.” 

He praises the Lord for the fulfilment and 

culmination of the Old Testament which is 

occurring. As Anglican Bishop NT Wright 

reminded us in November’s session on 

‘Anglicanism and the New Testament’: the 

New Testament as a whole declares itself 

to be how the Old Testament reaches its 

goal and climax where the plans of God 

were going – a single story focused on 

Jesus Christ. The season of Advent 

therefore has a strong theme of adoration 

and praise – even though Anglican 

tradition is that we omit the Gloria in our 

Sunday worship! – for the fulfilment of the 

promises so far (that the Messiah has 

come), and as those promises have been 

fulfilled, we look forward to the glorious 

return of our Lord. Advent has praise 

woven into its fabric and being. 

And two significant biblical characters are 

mentioned – Abraham and David. Both 

representing two major periods of Israel’s 

This month’s chaplaincy article is by the Rev Grant Crowe, Amersfoort & Zwolle chaplain 
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history – the time of the patriarchs 

(Abraham) and the time of the kingdom 

(David). Both were given significant 

promises – promises of grace (‘a 

definition of grace being: ‘we get what we 

don’t deserve’, while mercy: ‘we don’t get 

what we do deserve’).  Abraham: promise 

of land, promise his descendants to 

become as numerous as sand on the 

seashore, and promise that “through your 

offspring all nations of the earth will be 

blessed.”(Genesis 22:v17-18). The Lord 

is fulfilling his ‘oath to Abraham’ – keeping 

his promises – and Peter declares to 

listening crowds, (in one of his early 

sermons after Pentecost): “24 ‘Indeed, 

beginning with Samuel, all the prophets 

who have spoken have foretold these 

days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets 

and of the covenant God made with your 

fathers. He said to Abraham, “Through 

your offspring all peoples on earth will be 

blessed.” 26 When God raised up his 

servant, he sent him first to you to bless 

you by turning each of you from your 

wicked ways.’”And to David, the promise 

in 2 Samuel 7 that one of his 

descendants, from ‘the house of David’, 

would inherit the throne of the kingdom 

forever. 2000 years since the promises to 

Abraham. 1000 years since those 

promises to David. Zechariah says, 

“‘Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

because he has come!” 

So, Advent – with traditionally the four 

Sundays focusing upon the promises to 

the patriarchs (first Sunday), the 

promises through the prophets (Second 

Sunday), how John prepares the way 

(Third Sunday), and Mary bearing the 

Promise fulfilled (Fourth Sunday) – draws 

us to praise for promises being fulfilled 

and the promises to be fulfilled. As we 

read and hear Luke’s Gospel, we are 

inspired, challenged, (maybe even 

rebuked gently?), by the four songs of 

praise, how Zechariah and Mary (joined 

by Simeon and Anna months later), join 

with the angels praising God for what he 

has done, what he is doing and what he 

will do. In the past Celtic Christian Church 

they held a full 40 days for Advent, of 

preparation, looking forward to the 

incarnation and looking forward to the 

new heaven and earth, matching the 40 

days of fasting and prayer observed 

before Easter. It is possible Advent can 

rush by – with everything that goes on 

with Sinte Klaas, preparations for 

Christmas, Carol services, perhaps going 

to see family, maybe returning to a home 

country and so Advent can get a bit lost. 

Life is hectic. We do enjoy many 

wonderful services. We hear lovely choir 

anthems. We look forward to a time of the 

year – Christmas – which has many fond 

memories for many of us.  

But a suggestion…When our Season of 

Advent begins – as our chaplains wear 

purple, as the Advent candles are lit, as 

we hear the anthems – let’s pause again, 

remembering that example of an elderly 

man – who had so much to celebrate with 

the birth, in his old age, of his first son - 

who praised the Lord that ‘he had come’.  

Let us at that moment give thanks and 

praise, Advent showing us how God kept 

his promises and he will and would keep 

his promises to come.  

Bible text from Holy Bible, New International Version® 
Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011  
Image from www.LumoProject.com and 
www.freebibleimages.com  

http://www.lumoproject.com/
http://www.freebibleimages.com/


6 

Advent is a time of expecting. 

In Holland in the first days of the month 
December little children (and adults) are 
expecting presents from St Nicolaas on 
the evening of his ‘birthday.’ 

The next morning St Nicolaas has been 
forgotten. The shops and streets are 
overcrowded with Christmas trees, can-
dles and artificial snow, preparing the 
general public for another feast of pre-
sents, romance and voluptuous meals. 

Is that what Christians expect at Christ-
mas? This is of course a ridiculous ques-
tion. Advent is for Christians the period of 
‘expecting Christ.’  

It may sound like kicking an open door. 
We know everything about ‘expecting 
Christ’, we are experienced expecters we 
think. We have done this so often... 

The bible is a rich but quit often a compli-
cated book. Quite often there is more to 
find about something than we thought at 
first glance.  

In December, we continue studying the 
bible and we will do it more intensely than 
usual. We will make new discoveries 
about ‘expecting Christ.’ You have be-
come curious? You are more than wel-
come to join the Bible study and discover 
with fellow Christians what ‘expecting 
Christ’ means in 2016! 

 Every Tuesday from November 29
th

until December 20
th
,   20:00 in the

parsonage (door open 19:45)

 Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the

month 10:00 - 12:00; Kloostertuin 15,
3994 ZJ HOUTEN

 Every 1st Monday of the month

20:00; Waalbandijk 48, 4175 AC
HAAFTEN

As Student Alpha is now over, we are start-

ing up Student Bible Study again. The meet-

ings will be held every other week, usually 

on Tuesday evenings. A topic has yet to be 

decided upon, but we do know food will be 

involved (dinner, probably) and there will be 

plenty of time for fellowship afterwards.  

Evenings will be announced on Facebook 

by Erik Heemskerk, so either befriend him 

there, send him an e-mail 

(heemskerk.erik@gmail.com ) or just talk to 

him in church.  All students and other young-

ish folks are most welcome! 
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A survey course 

introducing our Church, 

offered in the Chaplaincy 

 in Utrecht and Amersfoort, 

AD 2016-2017 

September 20 – History / Current Structures 

October 18 – Approach to the Old Testament 

November 15 – Approach to the New Testament 

January 17 – Worshipping the Lord 

February 21 – Hymnody 

March 21 – Approach to Ethics 

May 16 – Parish Mission 

June 20 – Anglicanism and Islam 
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In England the ongoing struggle for 

reforms to the abuses of power of the 

Church under the authority of the Pope in 

Rome came to a head in the 16th 

century, as it did in other European 

countries.  Finally under Elizabeth I, it 

normally broke its ties.   

OK, the catalyst was Elizabeth’s father, 

Henry VIII’s, desire for a divorce, but it 

was not merely to satisfy his lust!  Nation 

states were arising, popes were meddling 

deeply in the affairs of state, there was 

much clerical abuse and confusion.  How 

to manage the Reformation in England 

without the nation breaking into civil war, 

as was happening on the Continent, was 

of the utmost concern to the monarchs in 

Europe (though it did finally happen a 

hundred years later in England). 

Henry had been given dispensation by 

the Pope to marry his brother’s wife, the 

sister of the King of Spain, Catherine of 

Aragon.  But Scripture argues against this 

in Leviticus 18:16 and 20:21, how could a 

Pope trump Holy Scripture?  Henry 

wondered if the lack of a male heir over 

20 years of marriage to Catherine was 

God’s judgement on this decision.  He 

brought in a bright young Cambridge 

professor to argue the case – Thomas 

Cranmer, who he later made Archbishop 

of Canterbury. 

Who were the English Reformers? 

William Tyndale (c. 1494–1536 – 

martyred) translated and had published 

the whole Bible into English, something 

forbidden at the time on punishment of 

death.  He had to live on the continent in 

exile and was finally captured in Antwerp. 

He had also opposed Henry’s annulment 

and marriage to Anne as unscriptural.  

His final prayer before being strangled 

and burned at the stake, which he 

shouted out, was, “Lord, open the King of 

England’s eyes!”  Three years after his 

death, King Henry VIII published the first 

authorized Bible in English, called The 

Great Bible (1539), based heavily on 

The first night of the Anglicanism course was on the Church’s history and structures and 
given in five parts.  The notes from that talk will be featured in the Newsletter over the next 
few months. - by David Phillips, chaplain of Holy Trinity Utrecht 



9 

Tyndale’s translation.  Much of the later 

King James Version (1611) is based upon 

Tyndale’s work.  

The Oxford Martyrs: Cranmer, Latimer 

and Ridley 

Thomas Cranmer (1489 -1556AD – 

martyred) Archbishop of Canterbury, 

writer of the Book of Common Prayer.  

Cranmer had spent time on the Continent 

learning and discussing with the Lutheran 

Reformers – Martin Bucer and Philip 

Melanchthon.  He married the niece of 

the German reformer Osiander and then 

was made Archbishop before it was even 

legal for clergy to marry.  He had to hide 

the fact, and apparently brought his new 

wife to England hidden in a chest!  He 

later acknowledged his three children!  

He was a liturgical scholar and highly 

gifted in translation in powerful English 

prose.  He is responsible for a good deal 

of the Book of Common Prayer as we 

have it.   

Hugh Latimer (Bishop, great preacher) 

and Nicholas Ridley (Bishop, friend of 

Cranmer and on the committee which 

drew up the first Book of Common 

Prayer) were both burned at the stake in 

Oxford together when Mary, Henry’s first 

daughter, came to the throne.  Latimer’s 

last words as he was being burned at the 

stake with his friend are well known: “Be 

of good cheer, Master Ridley, and play 

the man, for we shall this day light such a 

candle in England as I trust by God’ grace 

shall never be put out.” [16 October 

1555].  

Thomas Cranmer, who was forced to 

witness his friends’ demise, was burned 

at the stake 5 months later.  He is a 

complicated figure, who struggled in 

conscious to understand what it means 

that God has given power to kings on 

earth – what happens when the king and 

church authority clash?  He argued for 

the king’s supremacy, so what happens 

when the monarch changes and 

demands submission to the pope, as 

happened when Mary, Henry’s Roman 
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Catholic daughter ascended the throne?  

He 6 times wrote recantations of his 

Protestant views, and tore up 5 of them.  

After he let the sixth go, Mary chose to 

have him burned alive tied to a stake 

anyway.  In his final speech he recanted 

his recantation and said that he would put 

into the flames the hand that had written 

this offense, so that it might be consumed 

first in the flames – and so he did.  

John Jewel survived through the 

tumultuous years of back and forth, by 

fleeing to the Continent, and returned 

under Elizabeth and wrote an Apology for 

the Church of England (Apologia Ecclesia 

Anglicana). 

But perhaps the most important 

theologian of the English Reformation is 

Richard Hooker, who was 

commissioned by Queen Elizabeth I to 

provide a classic defence of the 

Elizabethan settlement in his great work: 

Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity.  In it, 

Hooker shows how the Church of 

England is Reformed and defends it 

against its Puritan critics who claimed it 

was not reformed enough.  He was a 

deep thinker and draws from the whole of 

the Western and Eastern traditions to 

make his arguments for the Anglican 

Way.  He writes in a beautifully balanced 

way, acknowledging what is good and 

clarifying what is wrong with his 

opponents’ positions.  He takes care to 

explain and defend the smallest matters 

in doctrine and worship – to read his 

writings is what helped confirm me in the 

Anglican way. [e.g. Book V, xxxvii, 1, p. 

158]  

Hooker comes to distinguish between 

what is of the esse and what is of the 

bene esse of the Church – between what 

is of the essence or the very being of the 

Church and what is for the well-being of 

the Church.  He would go so far as to say 

the three-fold ministry of bishops, priest, 

and deacons, is part of the well-being 

and not of the essence of the Church. 

This has implications for why Anglicans 

have been and are more ready to 

acknowledge the breadth of the Universal 

Church – whereas some Churches would 

say without these, there is no Church.  

The religious settlement 

that eventually emerged in 

the reign of Elizabeth gave 

the Church of England the 

distinctive identity that it 

has retained to this day. It 

resulted in a Church that 

consciously retained a 

large amount of continuity 

with the Church of the 

Patristic and Medieval 
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periods...  But it also embodies Protestant 

insights in its theology and in the overall 

shape of its liturgical practice. The way 

that this is often expressed is by saying 

that the Church of England is both 

'catholic and reformed.'   (from the 

Church of England website)  

Some have described Anglicanism as the 

Middle Way.  You might think that means 

it is somewhere half-way between Roman 

Catholic and Protestant, but it might be 

better to say that it sees itself as 

embracing the best of, i.e. the fullness of, 

both sides. 

Where do the doctrines of the Anglican 

Reformation exist? 

The teachings of the Reformation were 

summarized in some core texts: 

 For the first time, an authorized

English translation of the Bible –

the “Great Bible” of 1539.  This

Bible was largely based upon

Tyndale’s, with Coverdale

additions – the Psalms in the BCP

are Coverdale.  The Bible is the

most important text.

 The liturgies of the Book of

Common Prayer (BCP) (think of

the Orthodox Church and the 

importance it places on Liturgy!) – 

lex orandi, lex credendi, as we 

pray, so we believe. 

 The lectionaries of the BCP – the

pattern of reading the Bible

through the year, and that we were

to read it a lot!

 The Catechism – 7 ½  pages, very

concise! (it is in the BCP)

 The Ordinal – the services for

ordination of deacons and priests

and consecration of bishops – they

describe what was held about the

nature of holy orders. (in the BCP)

 The 39 Articles of Religion –

Anglican positions on key doctrinal

disputes at the time of the

Reformation. (listed in the BCP)

 The Books of Homilies (referred to

in Article XXXV) which were

required to be read in churches

throughout England to spread

major Reformation teachings.

Henry called for the dissolution of the 

monasteries and there were some good 

intentions: monasteries could become 

educational institutions, they hoped to 

raise the level of preaching in parish 

churches (by monks instead of 

unlearned clergy).  But the reality was 

that much of the wealth ended up in the 

king’s coffers to support defensive and 

offensive wars.   

The Anglican reformers (as did the 

Lutheran and Calvinist protestant 

theologians) stressed at length that the 
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Anglican Church was not a new sect, 

but a reform of the abuses of the late 

Medieval Western Church, they were 

returning to an earlier purer Church.  

So, for example, the Homilies and the 

apologists for the Anglican Way always 

buttress their arguments with quotation 

after quotation from Scripture and the 

Fathers of the early Church, both 

Western and Eastern.  They were not 

making something new.  They also 

expressed reticence to declare on 

matters authoritatively that are not 

clearly spoken of in Scripture – 

allowing a certain breadth of positions 

and of practice.  

Those training for the priesthood after 

the Reformation would continue to 

study and be fed by the same great 

theologians of the early and medieval 

Church as well as the contemporary 

theologians of the Reformation. 

What do Anglicans believe? 

We are “catholic” in that we hold the 

same Scriptures, the same Creeds, 

hold to the same Councils of the 

undivided Church and follow the same 

tradition as the Western Church.   

Our church’s greatest theologians are 

probably St Augustine of Hippo and St 

Thomas Aquinas.  Our spirituality is 

primarily Benedictine (combining the 

spiritual disciplines of the Daily Offices, 

regular Eucharist, and private Bible 

reading and prayer).   

We are “reformed” in that we stress:  

 Scripture, tradition and reason as 

the foundation of the Church’s 

doctrine, but they are not three 

equal authorities.  Tradition or 

reason never equal or trump 

Scripture, but help in the 

interpretation of God’s Word.  

There is a great respect for 

academic study. 

 We are justified by faith alone – is 

a core element of our reformed 

theological tradition and is 

expressed in the liturgies of the 

Church.  We are counted perfectly 

righteous (justified) by our faith in 

Jesus Christ: justifying 

righteousness is perfect and 

imputed to us because of our 

union with Christ.  We are made 

righteous, sanctified, in this life 

over time by our faith in Jesus 

Christ: sanctifying righteousness is 

imperfect and infused.  On our 

death we receive the 

righteousness of glorification: it is 

perfect and infused. We will be 

made ready to see God face to 

face! 

 The Sacraments are more than 

visible signs, they convey the 

grace that they signify, that is, they 

are efficacious.  How precisely? 

we are silent. 

 Liturgy and the Bible should be in 

the language of the people. 

 We stress the uniting of the active 

and contemplative lives.  All 
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people are encouraged to engage 

in a discipline of daily prayer and 

reading of Scripture to nurture a 

lively faith and continual 

conversion of heart – and to live 

their faith in whatever is their daily 

work.  We are all monks or nuns in 

the world. 

 What about the saints?  We hold

up the saints as examples in godly

living as they glorified Christ in

their lives, but we’re less apt to

seek their help in prayer.  We

encourage people to pray directly

to the Father through Jesus in the

Spirit.

 On clergy: As with the saints, we

would want to ensure that the

clergy do not become an obstacle

to people having a direct relation to

God.  Our position on confession

before a priest:  all may, none

must, some should.

 Celibacy was not required of

bishops, priests or deacons – they

could now marry.

We will look next month at the 

movements for continued reform in the 

centuries following the Reformation to 

the present, and in what way this list 

above has changed or been 

augmented. 

Our Christian Classics study group is 

starting again on February 3rd 2017:  

Renske Hoff, who's doing a Masters on the 

Beguine mystic Hadewijch, will lead our 

discussion.  Hadewijch lived in the Southern 

Netherlands in the first half of the 13th 

century.  She wrote extensively and in a 

great literary style about her mystical 

experiences to other beguines in her 

beguinage; her friends. She tells them about 

her experiences and the mystical path to 

unity with God, whom she calls 'Love'.  Even 

though more than seven centuries have 

passed, her work can still be very 

inspirational and interesting for us because 

of the beautiful and accessible way in which 

she gives us insight into the spiritual 

life.  More information in January!  
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This contribution is from Judith Riet  
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De nabije God 

Soms 

bij een verrassende ontmoeting 

een vriendelijk woord 

een lief gebaar 

breekt plots de hemel 

even open 

en 

weet ik 

dat 

God 

een God van Licht en Liefde is 

Here’s this months poem from Oeke Kruythof.  

English translation/transcreation is by Jenny Narraway 

The closeness of God 

Sometimes 

during a surprise encounter 

a friendly word 

a loving gesture 

suddenly for a split second 

the heavens break open 

and I know that God 

is a God of light and love 

Ik ben al een paar jaar bezig met het in-

richten van de lokalen van het Dalai Lama 

Institute for Higher Education in Bangalore, 

India. Tibet is al bijna zestig jaar bezet door 

communistisch China en jaarlijks klimmen er 

honderden kinderen  over de ijskoude Hima-

laya. In Tibet kunnen zij, ALS zij al naar 

school kunnen, alleen naar een Chinese 

school.Tegen de tijd dat zij een beetje Chi-

nees verstaan , is de school afgelopen en 

kunnen zij verder niets bereiken.  Gelukkig 

heb ik, met de geweldige hulp van de Wilde 

Ganzen, in India verscheidene Tibetaanse 

kinderdorpen kunnen bouwen met tehuizen 

en scholen.  

Nu zijn we bezig met het inrichten van twee 

gebouwen met klasloken voor de universi-

teit. De lokalen voor het eerste gebouw zijn 

klaar, wat het tweede gebouw betreft zijn we 

bijna op de helft. De universiteit wordt  op 14 

december officieel geopend door de Dalai 

Lama. Ik ben er zelfs voor uitgenodigd en 

wat zou het heerlijk zijn om dan aan te kun-

nen bieden dat de overige lokalen ook zo 

snel mogelijk klaar zullen zijn! Kijkt u op  

www.ghoudengans.nl/tibetsupportgroup 

Vol verwachting klopt ons hart!  

Met vriendelijke groet, 

Maya Hoogveld 
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To write or not to write.. that's the 
question. And then what to write, that's 
another question. And silly enough, these 
questions can make me miserable. 
However much I enjoy writing, when 
these questions grip me, I start thinking 
that whatever I do is bound to become a 
total flop anyway, and that it was really 
wrong of me to even want to write in the 
first place. 

It makes me feel incredibly alone and 
miserable and totally useless, and it is 
very difficult to overcome these feelings, 
because it usually takes rather long 
before I become aware of what is going 
on.   

I need to fight. But how? Thinking hard 
about what might have been the cause 
only makes it worse. Like quicksand 
where you'll only sink deeper by 
struggling frantically. Of course it is 
necessary to figure out the cause, but not 
by direct analysing, because the feeling 

presents itself hidden in lies that should 
be exposed, not followed. We have 
tendencies to either fight or follow our 
emotions, and both tendencies entangle 
us and hide the truth. Therefore I think it 
is better to take refuge in prayer and ask 
God to reveal the deeper cause.  

And now I think my misery is caused by a 
wrong idea on guidance: whenever I have 
two things that I can do, for example I had 
two ideas for a text, I try very hard to 
figure out what is God's will. And then if 
whatever I decided didn't work out, I feel 
as if I made the wrong choice and that I 
should have known better, or listened 
better to God, and feel guilty about being 
so stubborn, but there is no way I can 
prevent this same error in the future, 
because there is not such a very clear 
sign that I ignored.  

A poem that I tried to write for Advent 
describes rather well the sequence of 
feelings that I go through. I now think the 
poem doesn't really sound right, but apart 
from that it does illustrate what I mean, 
here it is: 

Dear Father, it is our wish 
As the year is about to start, 
To dedicate ourselves to you: 
Body, mind and heart. 

Jesus, falling at your feet, 
We beg your gentle hand, 
To break the false security 
By which we thought to stand. 

This contribution is from Ruth Alkema who contributes articles regularly both at Holy Trinity 

and Jerusalemkerk in Utrecht  
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Holy Spirit, we confess: 
We're hardly ever still, 
To listen to your quiet voice 
And learn to do your will. 

So first I am really confident, I want to do 
something for God. Then I realise that 
perhaps I have lots of mixed motives and 
am perhaps overconfident. And then I 
start worrying about how to discern the 
voice of the Holy Ghost.  

And now I remember the image of 
quicksand. For how did I get into this mud 
in the first place? Obviously I put my trust 
in something that was not rock solid. I 
depend on confidence in order to do 
something, and therefore tried to fix that 
for myself. But conjuring up a confident 
emotion is like creating quicksand. How 
to get out? A Google search on 
quicksand reveals the solution: try not to 
panic and move slowly to find solid 
ground. 
The good news is that there is really 
good footing to be found, but we must go 
out and look for it.  

Actually I do this quite often, just slowly 
do some simple thing that need to be 
done, and try to be open to the outside 
world. Or what always helps, is going for 
a walk. The following poem reflects on 

such an occasion where I walked by a 
large church with a chapel dedicated to 
Saint Mary. Now I am not one to pray to 
saints, but it was cold and I wanted to sit 
quietly, and I figured that it would not be 
wrong if I only just looked at this altar with 
icon of Saint Mary. So I sat and looked up 
and then it seemed as if her eyes spoke 
to me, saying “I didn't want to understand 
everything first…” (needless to say this is 
precisely what I do want, before I accept 
anything). So here is my reflection on that 
encounter:  

Dear mother Mary, 
How could you assent, 
And give your heart 
To let it be rent? 

I look at your face, 
So peaceful above. 
You overcame fear, 
Because you had love. 

Your gentle reproof 
Alights on me: 
"Can you not trust, 
Let questions be?" 

I know I have failed, 
What can I say. 
"Lord, let your mercy 
Enable my way." 

I guess I probably need to learn that very 
often we just don't know so precisely 
what to do, and failures are just a fact of 
life, we need to accept this insecurity, and 
try to enjoy the struggling. But we can be 
confident of God's love for us in the midst 
of all this. 

1. See here, for example: http://
www.wikihow.com/Get-out-of-Quicksand

2. I learned this from Kathleen Norris’ great
book The quotidian mysteries
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In Glane, near Enschede, is the Syrian 

Orthodox Monastery of St Ephrem the 

Syrian.  Since 1981 they have provided 

much assistance to the Syrian refugees in 

the Netherlands (and Germany) for their 

integration into their new 

homelands.  Also, for their spiritual well 

being, there are many projects to support 

as much as possible the often 

traumatized refugees and their children 

that they may resume their lives. 

Last year the Old Catholic and Anglican 

Churches in Utrecht held a joint outreach 

project to give to the Netherlands refugee 

Syrian children an illustrated Syrian 

Children’s Bible at Christmas.  The 

Children’s Bible was written by the 

Archbishop Polycarp so that the children 

can read the Christmas story in their own 

language and hopefully experience 

something of God's peace and light as 

they put the past behind them and look 

with hope to a better future.  The 

campaign was a success.  Last year 200 

children were given their own Bibles! 

However, since last year there are many 

new Syrian refugee children.  We would 

like to be able to gift these newer arrivals 

with their own children's Bible this 

Christmas.  The monastery also wants to 

be able to offer encouragement to 

refugee parents with religious 

writings.  The printing of the books is 

beyond what the monastery itself can 

afford.  The children's Bibles costs €25 

each.  That is why we want to continue 

this outreach initiative this year. 

If you want to contribute, we kindly ask 

you to transfer your contribution to one of 

the accounts below: 

Any contribution will be most gratefully 

received! 

NL 92 TRIO 0197 7238 61 t.n.v. Holy Trinity Anglican Church te Utrecht, stating ‘Syrian refugee 

children’s Bibles’.  

NL 06 ABNA 0214 1901 29  t.n.v. Oud-Katholieke Kerk van Nederland te Amersfoort, stating: 

"Syrian refugee children's Bibles. 
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This contribution is from Judith Riet  
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It is the time of year in many cultures in 

which we give thanks. Some cultures 

create national holidays for the occasion: 

Thanksgiving Day in Canada & America. 

Other days are informal such as the five 

Australian harvest festivals which are 

celebrated throughout the Continent 

which include Lavender, Hops, Appel & 

Grape festivals. In Europe, we have 

Dutch and German harvest festivals 

including the Feast of Saint Martin and 

Erntedankfest. The Kadazan harvest 

festival of Malaysia celebrates the gift of 

rice. * We have much for which to give 

thanks and we love to celebrate the 

occasion. But this is often a difficult time 

of year for many. Those with whom we 

have celebrated days of thanksgiving are 

gone from us. We miss them. We grieve. 

Loss with grief comes to us in many 

ways. It is not alone the death of a loved 

one. Strange as it may sound to some, 

the loss of a dear family pet–with their 

unconditional love demanding only a little 

acknowledgment—is unbearable. Pet 

therapy for such loss is a part of regular 

therapy treatments and counselling, 

particularly when the beloved animal is 

the only ‘family member’ about.  There 

are other deaths as well: The loss of a 

dream long held which will never come to 

fruition. The demise of friends, the act of 

moving, the process of retirement and 

ageing all bring with them loss and a 

‘death’ of the familiar, the known and 

cherished. 

We have turned to the psychological 

wisdom of Elisabeth Kübler-Ross and her 

5 stages of death and dying. ** But recent 

studies reveal that the process is not 

linear, is not ‘staged’. We may find 

ourselves revisited by grief we thought 

dealt with long ago. A song, a poem, a 

joke, may trigger a remembrance. From 

‘nowhere’ tears flood our face. A silent 

arrow pierces our hearts. We wonder 

how we will ever ‘get over’ the loss we 

feel. Will we ever be whole again? 

The wonderful thing about “God made 

Man” is exactly that: Jesus was made 

man for us and our salvation. Isaiah 53:3 

notes, “He was a man of sorrows, 

acquainted with grief”. *** Having trod this 

earth in human flesh, He knew the joy 

and pain of humanity. He knew a good 

wine! He pranced for joy. He ate, drank 

and enjoyed the company of strangers. 

Walking the streets to shouts of praise, 

riding through Jerusalem in adulation, He 

knew the joy of recognition and 

affirmation.  

He knew the pain of loss, too. He knew 

what it meant to lose a dear friend. He 

Faith Thoughts are sent in by Dr Elisabeth Leembruggen from Holy Trinity Utrecht. 
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looked out over Jerusalem in grief, 

longing to have his message heard and 

received. He knew the ‘apparent failure’ 

of a mission. Hanging on a cross he 

knew physical pain. He saw his grief-

stricken mother weeping at his feet. He 

felt the abandonment of his Father. He 

knew what it is to be human. He sang. He 

danced. He wept. He died. 

 

In this time of 

Thanksgiving, 

the life of 

Jesus is a 

model with a 

message.  

What has this 

message to 

say to us? 

And how can 

we move on 

in our own 

grief and 

loss?  

 

Rituals are one way of claiming the 

power of healing. The ‘ritual of affirmation’ 

is a beginning point. We can say ‘thank 

you’ for the life of the one we loved. 

Writing a letter, creating a poem, drawing 

a picture are all ways to express 

thanksgiving for the life we miss. The 

‘ritual of reconciliation’ is an act in which 

we can ‘let go’ of residual anger and pain 

toward the person. ‘I’m sorry or I forgive 

you’, said in our hearts or written on a 

paper which we may later burn, make the 

act of reconciling tangible, the 

forgiveness real. Lighting a remembrance 

candle or creating an event to honour the 

person are ways in which we may ‘give 

legs’ to our grief and in so doing, honour 

the person or thing we love. In these 

simple acts, we can remember the joy 

brought to our lives with thanksgiving! 

 
 
*http://www.theholidayspot.com/thanksgiving/
around_the_world/ 
**Kübler-Ross, E. (1969). On death and dying. NY: 
Macmillan 
***KJV 
****Meyers, L. (2016). Counseling for grief and loss. 
Counseling Today, 59 (3), 27-32.  

Our chaplaincy reaches out to God in prayer to hold up the chaplaincy and its members in 
particular need.  We are offer this ministry both in Utrecht and Zwolle.  If you have 
requests for the prayer chain, or if feel called be a part in this ministry of intercession, 
please contact:  

Anne Miechielsen  
organizes and 
participates in this 
ministry at Holy Trinity 
in Utrecht:  

 

anne@miechielsen.nl 

Janie McCloughin 
organizes and 

participates  
in this ministry at  
Zwolle Anglican 

Church: 
 

mccloughin@gmail.com 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says 
the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace.’  Haggai 2:9 

 

This year’s Advent Appeal offers the opportunity to contribute to building up one of the 
most interesting and strategically significant churches in the diocese: 

St. John the Evangelist, Casablanca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Anglican Church is a thriving English-speaking church in the heart of downtown 
Casablanca. 

Built in 1906, it is the oldest operating church building in Casablanca and one of the few 
official places of Christian worship in the city. Although regular attendees hail from Europe, 
Asia and the Americas, a third of the congregation now comes from sub-Saharan Africa. 
Services are conducted in English, but between services the church grounds are filled 
with conversation in a wide variety of tongues. 

The Bishop in Europe: 

The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes 
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The Problem 

With a capacity of just under 100, St. John’s is bursting at the seams every week. Pews 
are filled to overflowing. Folding chairs fill the back and are squeezed into the aisles to 
provide extra seating, leaving little room to pass by. Ceiling fans whirring overhead can’t 
provide sufficient relief in the crowded sanctuary during the summer months. The average 
attendance during Sept-Oct 2015 was over 200 in a church that can only seat a hundred!  

Moreover, St. John’s has limited space for meeting. A temporary tent structure serves as a 
fellowship hall, and a repurposed shipping container houses Sunday school classes, with 
the 11-14 Sunday school class meeting in a coffee shop across the road from the Church. 

 
The Solution 

St. John’s would love to be able adequately to accommodate its congregation, serve the 
children better during Sunday school time and have proper space for social interaction 
and fellowship. 
 
At the beginning of 2015, St. John’s began to consider a development project. In May 
2015, they commissioned an engineering firm, International Design and Development 
(IDD), to look at how the site could be developed. In September 2015, they appointed a 
local architect.  
Plans are now well developed. They involve a westward extension of the church to include 
a mezzanine level and the redevelopment of an existing parsonage building to provide 
Sunday School, meeting rooms and a roof-top terrace. You can find an inspirational U-
Tube video of their plans here: St John’s Casablanca. 

How You Can Help 
 

The current estimated cost of the project is 300,00 GBP. 
Promised donations so far amount to about 100,000 GBP. 
 
I would be thrilled if the diocese could raise a significant sum to help them on their way. St. 
John’s is a church of historical significance operating under special conditions in a majority 
Muslim country with an extensive ministry to Sub-Saharan migrants. As usual, we invite 
each chaplaincy to make its own arrangements for the collection of money towards the 
Bishop’s Appeal and then for the local church treasurer to forward collections to the 
diocesan office. 
 
With every blessing,    
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Pilgrimage to Taizé ( 7
th

 – 26
th

 July 2017) for young people 

 

All young adults (15-29) of the Anglican congregations in Utrecht and Amersfoort are 
invited for a trip to Taizé next summer. We want to travel by coach to Taizé, where we are 
encouraged to search for communion with God through community prayer, songs, silence, 
personal reflection and sharing. We will stay in Taizé as guests of the community, so we 
can join the weekly program.  

Every week during the year, hundreds and often thousands of young adults from over the 
whole world are coming for a “pilgrimage of trust” of a week. Experiencing a simple life 
shared with others reminds us that daily life is the place where Christ is waiting for us. A 
stay in Taizé can help us to step back from daily life, to meet a wide variety of people and 
consider our own commitment in the Church and in society. It can be possible to 
rediscover an inner peace, a meaning to life and a new impetus. 

Therefore it is a very inspirational opportunity to meet fellow Christians from different 
cultures. 

What is Taizé?  

The whole story of the Taizé community started in 1940 
with Roger Schutz, (known since then as Brother Roger). 
He settled in Taizé and started the community. Today, the 
Taizé Community is made up of over a hundred brothers 
from various church backgrounds, coming from around 
thirty nations. 

From its beginning the community has been inspired by 
two aims: to live in communion with God through prayer 
and to be a leaven of peace and trust in the midst of the 
human family. 

 

A typical day at Taizé 

During their visit all participants join in the community life and the daily program.  

“It has a taste of celebration to see so many young adults together in all their diversity. It  

ives us a great hope that it is possible for all humanity to live in peace.” 

Brother Alois, during a meeting in the Church of Reconciliation 

 

At the centre of the daily life in Taizé are the prayers. Three times each day, the bells call 
everyone to the church for prayer. All pray and sing with the brothers of the community. 
Short songs sung over and over again that, in a few words, express a basic reality, quickly 
grasped by the mind. Then the Bible is read in several languages. At the centre of every 
prayer service, a long moment of silence offers an irreplaceable opportunity to encounter 
God. 



25 

 

For who 

In Taizé there are programs especially for 15-16 and 17-29 year olds. Young adults from 
All Saints and Holy Trinity congregations and their friends are invited to come with us.   

When 

Date: 7 juli - 16 juli 2017.  

Cost 

The trip will cost about €200, including coach, accomodation and (simple) food. If a 
person finds it difficult to pay the entire amount, please do speak to one of the organisers 
– Angela or Andre. 

 

 

Want to know more?  

Take a look at the website of Taizé: http://www.taize.fr/en_rubrique8.html. Or ask Angela 
Berben (berbenangela@gmail.com, 06-51937672) or André van der Werk 
(andre@vanderwerk.net, 06-21158958) for more information.  

8.15 am Morning prayer, then breakfast 

10 am Introduction to the day with a brother of the community followed by small 
group discussion. These sharing groups are international and give the 
youngsters / young adults the opportunity to meet people from other coun-
tries and to share their thoughts. These sharing groups also take care of 
some practical work: washing the dishes, cleaning or cooking. 

12.20 pm Midday prayer, then lunch 

2 pm Optional song-practice 

  During the afternoon: international small groups or practical work 

5.15 pm Tea 

5.45 pm Theme workshops from Tuesday on 

7 pm Supper 

8.30 pm Evening prayer, then vigil with songs in the church, followed by night silence 



26 

When Rt Revd George Carey was 

enthroned as the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, a commentator on television 

declared that “the new Archbishop was 

the successor of St Augustine who 

brought Christianity to Britain in 597 AD”. 

The commentator was right in one sense 

– that the roots of the Anglican Church 

(the word Anglican comes from ecclesia 

anglicana, a Latin phrase from the time of 

the Magna Carta in 1215, and means 

‘English church’),  are from centuries 

before Henry VIII and the English 

Reformation
1
. However, that same year, 

(597 AD), when St Augustine of 

Canterbury arrived, St Columba died – 

recalling that there had been a significant 

Celtic Christian Church in the north of 

England and in Scotland, established by 

individuals from Ireland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Columba
2
 was part of an ongoing Irish 

missionary movement which was 

spreading the Christian message across 

parts of Britain and Europe. His story 

begins in 521 AD, in County Donegal 

which is part of the Province of Ulster. He 

was born on 7th December to a mother 

called Eithne – and Columba was to 

become someone to travel far and bring 

many souls into the Kingdom…he shared 

about, as Titus in the New Testament 

writes: “the grace of God that brings 

salvation.” At a young age he was 

nicknamed Columcille which means 

‘Dove of the Church’. At age of 19, he 

was a deacon at Molville in County Down 

and moved to Clonard in County Meath 

where St Finnian had founded a 

monastery. When Columba arrived it had 

3000 students. Later he travelled north 

back to his home province of Ulster 

where he founded a monastic settlement
3
 

at what is now known as Londonderry. 

Columba was a man who loved God’s 

creation, that he made sure the 

monastery was built without one tree 

being cut down.  

Over next 15 years he planted another 

monastery in Durrow (in central Ireland)  

and at least 40 churches – one writer 

1. For more about the historic roots of the Anglican Church, read 
the articles in the October and November Newsletters by Revd 
David. 

2. 2. Over the coming months, to supplement the course on Angli-
canism that we are running across the Chaplaincy, we’ll share 
some portraits of key / influential figures from the history of Angli-
can church. Some of these portraits come from a monthly com-
munion series we had been running at All Saints. 

3. MacCulloch, Dairmaid, The History of Christianity, (London: Allen 
Lane, 2009), p.333  
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suggests as many as 300. In AD 560 

Columba, who was also a great scribe, 

was accused of copying a very precious 

book of Psalms, from a version held by St 

Finnian in a monastery he was visiting. 

The High King of Ireland Diarmit accused 

him publically and demanded he return 

this copy, stating any copies should go to 

the owner of the original. He refused. 

Columba’s kin took offence at this 

charge, and in addition they as a tribal 

group did not recognise this Diarmit’s 

claim for authority over them. That same 

year, Diarmit killed another kings son. 

And so, these growing tensions led to a 

major battle, at Cul Dreimne, in North 

West Ireland in Co Sligo. This High King 

lost. Columba was known to be involved 

in the opposing forces. A church synod 

was called and judged that Columba was 

wrong to have become so involved in that 

battle. He sought advice from his soul 

friend who said “he must win as many 

souls for Christ as had been lost in the 

battle at Dreimne
4
.”  It is not clear if the 

synod forced Columba to leave or if it 

was his own remorse at the deaths he 

had caused because of his refusal to do 

what the king had asked. 

Columba left on his journey, 563, with 12 

others – who were later called the Twelve 

Apostles of Ireland.  It was a journey not 

into seclusion but one into mission. 

Columba was one of the great Celtic 

Christian saints and his approach to 

mission and his style was copied or it 

inspired much of that Celtic Mission over 

the coming centuries. Missiologist Scott 

Moreau shares: “Much of the 

evangelisation of Ireland, England, 

Scotland, and continental Europe came 

about through the itinerant ministry of 

Celtic monks moving eastward from 

Ireland to the continent.
5
” Moreau 

suggests that a far greater impact was 

made in these regions by these monks, 

than by the other Roman influenced and 

led missions.  It’s been said: the Celtic 

missionaries “went where others would 

not go, without credentials and without 

material support, self reliant, trusting in 

God, and accomplished much more than 

their numbers would warrant.
6
” Another 

writer states: “They were conscious they 

had received Christianity by Mission and 

were determined to do the same for 

others.
7
” From the start, the Irish 

missionary movement was especially 

mobile. The name given to these Irish 

monks were peregrinati, (‘wanderers’). 

These peregrinati led to the fast spread 

of Celtic Christianity, primarily in the form 

of monasteries being established.  The 

monk (s) would come to an area, 

continuing their lifestyle of prayer and 

reflection, and engage in evangelism. If 

people converted then a monastery 

would be founded. A monastery could 

begin and continue with only a few 

people. As a monastery was established, 

it sought to further evangelise in that 

region, which would lead to further 

monasteries being started. 

Story continues on reverse page  

4. Mitton, Michael, Restoring the Woven Cord: Strands of Celtic Christianity for the Church today, (Abingdon: The Bible 
Reading Fellowship, 2010) p.79 

5. Moreau, A. Scott, Corwin, Gary R. & McGee, Gary B., Introducing World Missions: A Biblical, Historical, and Practical 
Survey, (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004), p.104. 

6. Pierson, in Moreau, Evangelical Dictionary, p.170 
7. (MacCulloch, p341).  
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Columba himself, in 563, who had 

already established two previous 

monasteries, continued this practice 

when he established the monastery at 

Iona. It was a community that was to 

grow in size to 150.  He formed the 

monastery which was to become “one of 

the most influential mission centres ever 

to exist.
8
” From Iona, “missionaries when 

out all over the north of Britain, preaching 

and founding monasteries.
9
” After the 

founding of Iona, Columba travelled 

throughout Western Scotland 

evangelising among the pagan Picts and 

the Irish related Scotti. Columba died on 

Iona on  

June 9th, 597. At St Anne’s Church of 

Ireland Cathedral, in Downpatrick Co 

Down, his bones were laid to rest, next to 

St Patrick and to St Brigid, Ireland’s three 

great Christian 

saints.   

His 8th 

Century 

biographer 

Adamnan, who 

was an abbot 

of Iona, wrote 

of Columba: 

“he was a man 

gladdened in 

his inmost 

heart by the joy of the Holy Spirit.” 

Columba: church and monastery Planter, 

missionary, lover of God’s creation, a 

man who served God away from his 

native land, a man filled with the joy of 

the Spirit of God. He is one of the 

important ancestors of the Anglican 

Church. 

This months charitable givings will be for the 
Bishop’s Advent Appeal, which is for the St 
John the Evangelist Church in Casablanca. 
You can find out why they need our help on 
page 22.  

 

The Christmas charitable collections will go 
toward helping refugees in our city.  

This report is submitted by Sheila Kooijman, chair of the Charitable Givings Committee at 
Holy Trinity in Utrecht. 

8. Mitton, p.79 
9. Culling, Elizabeth, What is Celtic Christianity? Spirituality series, (Nottingham: Grove Books  Limited, 1994), p.8 
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This pattern of readings is taken from the Book of Common Prayer (revised 1922).  It 
leads us each year through most of the Old Testament once, the whole New Testament 
twice, and the Gospels four times.  The readings are longer than you might be used to, but 
just let them wash over you and shape your soul like a rock in a river that is gradually 
shaped by the current.  If you miss a bit, just pick up on the present day’s readings when 
you return.  Or if it is too much, choose just the Old Testament or Gospel or Epistle 
readings.  The grey highlighted boxes are special readings related to a particular Christian 
Feast day. 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 

armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 

in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty,  

to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;  

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and ever.  Amen. 

Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant that we 

may in such wise hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience, and comfort  

of your holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,  

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

LORD Jesu Christ, who at your first coming did send your messenger to prepare the way before 

you: Grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare   

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Isaiah 3:1-15 Mark 1:1-20 Isaiah 4:2-end James 1 

Tuesday Isaiah 5:1-17 Mark 1:21 Sirach 14:20-end John 1:35-42 

St Andrew Zechariah 8:20-end John 12:20-32 Ezekiel 47:1-12 1 Corinth 1:18-end 

Thursday Isaiah 9:8-10:4 Mark 2:23-3:12 Isaiah 10:5-23 James 3 

Friday Isaiah 10:24-11:9 Mark 3:13 Isaiah 11:10 & 12 James 4 

Saturday Isaiah 13:1-14:2 Mark 4:1-20 Isaiah 14:3-27 James 5 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Isaiah 17 Mark 4:21-end Isaiah 18 1 Peter 1:1-21 

Tuesday Isaiah 19:1-17 Mark 5:1-20 Isaiah 19:18-end 1 Peter 1:22-2:10 

Wednesday Isaiah 21:1-12 Mark 5:21-end Isaiah 22:1-14 1 Peter 2:11-3:7 

Thursday Isaiah 24 Mark 6:1-13 Isaiah 28:1-13 1 Peter 3:8-4:6 

Friday Isaiah 28:14-end Mark 6:14-29 Isaiah 29:1-14 1 Peter 4:7-end 

Saturday Isaiah 29:15-end Mark 6:30-end Isaiah 30:1-18 1 Peter 5 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=9&search=Isaiah+4:2-6
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and make ready your way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,  

that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your 

sight, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

O LORD, raise up (we pray) your power, and come among us, and with great might succour us;  
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered in running the race 

that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us;  
through the satisfaction of your Son our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honour and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

Almighty God, who has given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and as at 
this time to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and made your children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit,  
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Isaiah 10:19-end Mark 7:1-23 Isaiah 31 1 John 1:-2:6 

Tuesday Isaiah 38:1-20 Mark 7:24—8:10 Isaiah 40:1-11 1 John 2:7-end 

Wednesday Isaiah 40:12-end Mark 8:11—9:1 Isaiah 41 1 John 3 

Thursday Isaiah 42:1-17 Mark 9:2-32 Isaiah 42:18—43:13 1 John 4 

Friday Isaiah 43:14—44:5 Mark 9:33-end Isaiah 44:6-23 1 John 5 

Saturday Isaiah 44:24—45:13 Mark 10:1-31 Isaiah 45:15-end 2 John 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Isaiah 46 Mark 10:32-end Isaiah 47 3 John 

Tuesday Isaiah 48 Mark 11:1-26 2 Sam 15:17-21 John 11:1-16 

St Thomas Job 42:1-6 John 14:1-7 Isaiah 35 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Thursday Isa 52:13-53 end Mark 12:13-34 Isaiah 54 2 Peter 2 

Friday Isaiah 56:1-8 Mark 12:35-13:13 Isaiah 57:15-end 2 Peter 3 

Christmas Eve Isaiah 59 Mark 13:14-end Zechariah 2:10-end Titus 2:11—3:7 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

CHRISTMAS Isaiah 9:2-7 Luke 2:1-20 Isaiah 7:10-14 1 John 4:7-end 

St Stephen Genesis 4:1-10 Acts 6 2 Chronicles 24:15-22 Acts 7:54—8:4 

St John Exodus 33:9-19 John 13:21-35 Isaiah 6:1-8 1 John 5:1-12 

Innocents’ Day Jeremiah 31:1-17 Matt 18:1-10 Isa 49:14-25 Mark 10:13-16 

Thursday Isaiah 55 Luke 12:1-21 Isaiah 60:1-12 Colossians 2:6-17 

Friday Isaiah 60:13-end Luke 12:22-34 Isaiah 61 Colossians 3:1-17 

Saturday Isaiah 62 Luke 12:35-48 Deut 10:12—11:1 Luke 21:25-36 
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Every Sunday: 9:30am Sung Holy Communion  

 Midweek services: 8pm Tues Dec 6 Holy Communion / 8-8:45pm Thursdays Prayers  

Heilige Geestkerk, Mozartweg 54, Amersfoort (see: www.allsaintsamersfoort.nl for Christmas) 

4pm First Sunday (Holy Communion) and 4pm Third Sunday – Dec 18 - Nine Lessons and Carols  

10:30am 2nd Sunday (Service of the Word) and 4th Sunday (Holy Communion) every Month 

Services are in English unless otherwise specified. 

 

Sunday 4th December      Second Sunday in Advent (The Rev Grant Crowe takes services)   
      9:00 Said Holy Communion  
      10:30 All Age Worship - Sung Communion  
Sunday 11th December      Third Sunday in Advent 
      9:00 Sung Communion (Dutch liturgy/English sermon) 
      10:30 Sung Communion 
      14:30 Choral Evensong  
Saturday 17th December      Evening Prayer and Praise  
      19:30 Service of the Word with Gospel Band  
Sunday 18th December      Fourth Sunday in Advent 
      9:00 Said Holy Communion  
      10:30 Choral Communion  
      20:00 Nine Lessons and Carols Service 
Wednesday 21st December   St Thomas the Apostle 
      19:00 Holy Communion (said) 
Saturday 24th December     CHRISTMAS EVE   
      16:00 Crib Service for families (English & Dutch) 
      23:00 Midnight Choral Communion  
Sunday 25th December  CHRISTMAS DAY  
      10:30 Festal Choral Communion 
Monday 26th December     St Stephen the Martyr (Christmas Lessons) 
      10:00 Choral Communion (Dutch liturgy/English sermon) 
Tuesday 27th December     The John the Apostle & Evangelist 
      10:00 Holy Communion (said) 
Wednesday 28th December   The Innocents 
      19:00 Holy Communion (said) 

 

In addition to the above services, we have these regular midweek services: 

Daily:        Morning Prayer (Tues to Fri 8.00; Sat 9.00)  

      Evening Prayer  (Tues to Fri 17.30; Sat 17:00) 

Weekly:         Holy Communion (said) (Wednesday at 19.00) 


