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Newsletter Editor 

Judy Miller - judymiller3@msn.com 
 
If you have contributions for the next Newsletter we need to  

receive them by the middle (15
th
) of the previous month.  

 
The contents of this newsletter are copyright. If you wish to  
reproduce any part of it elsewhere, please contact the editor.  

The Bishop of Gibraltar:      Robert Innes Tel: +44 20 7898 1160 

Holy Trinity Utrecht     Chaplain (Utrecht & Zwolle) 
Van Hogendorpstraat 26,     David Phillips 
3581 KE Utrecht     Tel: 06 124 104 31  
www.holytrinityutrecht.nl     revdgphillips@hotmail.com  
 
All Saints’ Amersfoort    Chaplain (Amersfoort & Zwolle) 
Mozartweg 54, 3816 LT Amersfoort  Grant Crowe 
www.allsaintsamersfoort.nl    Tel: 06 299 723 03  
         grant.crowe@ziggo.nl  
Anglican Church Zwolle 
Koestraat 2-4, 8011 NK, Zwolle 
www.anglicanchurchzwolle.nl 
 
Grace Church Groningen   Chaplain (Groningen) 
Witte de Withstraat 2,     Sam van Leer 
9726 EC Groningen     Tel: 050 785 0703  
www.gracechurchgroningen.com  
 
Administrative Assistant:      Hanna Cremer Eindhoven  
         Tel: 06 28 75 91 09 
         office@holytrinityutrecht.nl 
Wardens:           Rosemarie Strengholt & Peter Boswijk  
         warden@holytrinityutrecht.nl 
Treasurer:         Sandra Sue    
         treasurer@holytrinityutrecht.nl 

If you would like to make a contribution to support the work of our churches: 
 

Holy Trinity Utrecht & All Saints’ Amersfoort 
General Giving: NL84INGB0000132950 – tnv Holy Trinity Church Utrecht 
Charitable Giving: NL92TRIO019772361 – tnv Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Utrecht 
Anglican Church Zwolle 
General Giving:  NL02 INGB 0007 2290 06 - tnv English Church Zwolle 
Grace Church Groningen 
Contact: Dirk Nederven: treasurer@gracechurchgroningen.com 
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  4 Oct    Student Alpha, 6:30 PM        p.  6 

11 Oct   Student Alpha, 6:30 PM        p.  6 

11 Oct   Bible Study Parsonage, 7:45 PM      p.17 

12 Oct   Bible Study Houten, 10 AM       p.17 

14 Oct   Domkerklezing: 1700 years Saint Martin     p.19 

18 Oct   Student Alpha, 6:30 PM        p.  6 

18 Oct   Anglicanism Course 7:30 PM       p.  7 

21 Oct - 23 Oct Student Alpha Weekend       p.  6  

25 Oct   Student Alpha, 6:30 PM        p.  6 

25 Oct   Bible Study Parsonage, 7:45 PM      p.17 

26 Oct   Bible Study Houten, 10 AM       p.17 

 

 

An attentive reader noticed a couple of mistakes the editor had made in her 
article on Used Stamps last month.  
The Intercontinental Church Society  is happy to accept all used stamps, this 
includes those depicting the Queens Head. They also reminded us that a 5 
mm. border of envelope round each stamp is preferred. Please bring all your 
Used Stamps to church where there is a box to put them in in the Parsonage, 
they will be forwarded to England where they can be put to good use by the 
I.C.S. to raise funds for a good cause. 
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The Anglican Chaplaincy in Utrecht has 
been doing some serious gardening this 
past year!  We have a small church 
building in Utrecht and for the last few of 
years had the “problem” of bursting at 
the seams.  Our church can fit 90 to 100 
comfortably but we often had 130 and 
many more for major services, and even 
with adding three early morning services 
per month (and many chairs) we were 
finding ourselves overfull.  A large 
number of the congregation were from 
Amersfoort, about a 20-minute drive, so 
after prayer and reflection on all the 
possibilities we concluded we were 
being called by God to plant a church in 
that city.   

 

How many would go?  What about 
friendships and pastoral relationships 
built up over the years?  What would it 
be like for those remaining in Utrecht, 
especially for the Sunday school, with 
many children from Amersfoort?  What 
about language of worship?  What about 
our ecumenical relations?  Could we 
afford and sustain two full time chaplains 
and two church buildings?  We are now 
9 months into the church plant in 
Amersfoort and the 
“replant” in Utrecht and 
here is a brief update. 

 

All Saints Anglican 
Church Amersfoort began 
on 20

th
 December 2015, a 

new Anglican church in the 
geographical centre of the 

Netherlands.  It was born through the 
blessing of the Lord.  There was 
prayerful reflection and strategic thinking 
by Holy Trinity Utrecht followed by 
sacrificial giving in terms of giving 
money and people to the project.  

 

And now, in September 2016, there is a 
new congregation averaging 50-70 
adults and 20 children. We have so 
many things to be thankful for to the 
Lord.  Luke 5 talks of the Lord asking 
Simon and the others to let down their 
nets in an area they had worked hard 
and they were (reluctantly!) obedient 
and the rest we know.  Often we never 
know what the Lord has planned until we 
take those steps of faith!  

 

It has been a great learning curve.  The 
simple things which you take for granted 
as part of an existing church life, but in a 
new church, many ministries need to be 
started afresh.  For example, we needed 
8 Sunday School teachers and at one 
stage we only had three, but after 
requests from the front, and prayer by 
people inside and outside the church, 

the Lord provided.  

 

Our new minister – the 
Revd Grant Crowe – 
moved, from England, with 
his family last November, 
and he was formally 
licensed in March this year. 
It was a great service, noted 
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also for the number of local ministers 
and preachers who made a point of 
attending in support, apart from the 
Anglican chapter. And we hope, as All 
Saints was blessed and encouraged by 
those local churches, All Saints can be a 
blessing to our fellow parts of the Body 
of Christ, and bring blessing to the city in 
which we are located.  

 

One question we faced was – what 
name to give this new church that would 
speak to Dutch and international 
Christians living in and near Amersfoort.  
We settled on All Saints – that 
regardless of background, spirituality, 
age, or whether someone is Anglican, 
Baptist or Reformed or other, we are all 
saints, united.  And how we are all saints 
– through the cross of Christ.  And the 
call to be, in our daily lives, to live as 
saints – as holy ones, where we live and 
work… 

 

We rent the use of a Roman Catholic 
church building in the south of 
Amersfoort.  It has been a great home 
for us to use and to move from being a 
baby church into a toddler… But 
unfortunately that church building has 
been sold, and next year, after Easter, 
so we will be homeless.  We would ask 
your prayers for a new home – trusting 
as the Lord began a good work, he will 
carry it on in Amersfoort.  

 

Grant reflects on his first year, “It is a 
privilege to be involved in such a stage.  
To see people excited – a word often 
used in conversation – about being part 
of a new church starting, excited about 
what is going to happen…  As the 
chaplain primarily responsible, I am 
thankful for being called here to serve 

and to be a part of this community of 
‘saints’ and we look forward to what God 
has planned for us in the coming months 
and years.” 

In the coming year, we want to sharpen 
our vision as to what God is calling us to 
be and do as an English language 
Anglican Church here in Amersfoort. We 
will encourage the importance of 
worship and prayer, of warm welcome to 
all ages and all sorts regardless of 
churchmanship or background, the 
crucial place of deep community and of 
life long discipleship, and of looking 
outwards to our city and beyond, 
through seeking to serve and love 
others as Christ did and to communicate 
and share the Christian faith so more 
may discover the Good News of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We hope to do this 
open to the leading and depending upon 
the presence and power of God 
promised in the Holy Spirit. In all of this 
activity, we will continue to enjoy working 
with Holy Trinity, both on a church level, 
and also as two chaplains working 
together. One example of the latter, will 
be how Grant and David in the year 
ahead will continue to provide service 
cover and pastoral and ministerial 
support for the Anglican congregation in 
Zwolle (which meets usually twice a 
month). Also, beginning in December, 
there will be occasional pulpit swops 
between the two chaplains, as we seek 
to continue close relations between All 
Saints and Holy Trinity. 

At Holy Trinity 
Church in Utrecht 
we experienced the 
shock of not having 
an overfull or even a 
full church, a change 
in the volume of 
singing, a lessening 
of overall energy.  
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 Our main Sunday service now has 70 to 
90.  But new people have come to both 
churches.  Since starting the new church 
in Amersfoort the total numbers 
worshipping between the two churches 
on a Sunday has grown by about 25%.  
Practical changes: a change in service 
times to encourage more to come for 
fellowship after services; new people 
have become involved in the many tasks 
and ministries in the church that had 
opened up; and we will need to decide if 
the 1

st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sunday early services 

will continue.  With fewer people 
attending, our focus on ministry to the 
many university students in Utrecht has 
come more to the forefront.  As well, 
greater attention can be given to 
newcomers. 

 

The replanted Utrecht congregation met 
for an Away Day last June to reflect 
together and brainstorm on five aspects 
of being church together – teaching, 
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and 
prayers (from Acts 2:42) – and in the 
context of considering our mission to the 
world.  The results of that day will help 
guide the Council in the coming years. 
We’re also enjoying new opportunities 
offered by having two Anglican churches 
in the neighbourhood – participating in 
each other’s worship, fellowship and 
educational initiatives.  After a summer 
of rest, we are excited about the new 
possibilities opening up before us.  We 
are grateful for your prayers as we enter 
this new phase of being church here. 

 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church has 
hosted Alpha in the Spring for 
three years. We’ve moved it to the 
Autumn this year. The course consists 
of seven consecutive evenings and a 
weekend.  
Student Alpha has started, but you 

are very welcome still to join us!  

We have supper together beginning 
at 6:30pm, then listen to a 30 minute 
talk about some core aspect of the 
Christian faith followed by an open 
discussion where all questions and 
thoughts are welcome.  We wrap up 
each night around 9pm, after which 
you are free to stay for a drink. 

Location: Parsonage HTC, Van 
Hogendorpstraat 26 in Utrecht 

 

20 Sept  Who is Jesus? 

27 Sept  Why did Jesus die? 

4 Oct   How can I have faith? 

11 Oct  Why and how should I 
    pray? 

18 Oct   Why and houw should I 
    read the Bible? 

21-23 Oct Alpha weekend: Holy  
    Spirit & Gods guidance 

25 Oct  What about evil and does 
    God heal today? 

1 Nov  What about the church 
    and telling others? 
 

Contact Erik Heemskerk for more info 
or if you would like to attend.  

All students are most welcome! 
eemskerk.erik@gmail.com 

For more information and a video on 
Alpha go to: www.alpha.org. 
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A survey course  

introducing our Church,  

offered in the Chaplaincy 

 in Utrecht and Amersfoort, 

 

AD 2016-2017 

 
September 20 – History / Current Structures 

 

October 18 – Approach to the Old Testament 

 

November 15 – Approach to the New Testament 

 

January 17 – Worshipping the Lord  

 

February 21 – Hymnody  

 

March 21 – Approach to Ethics  

 

May 16 – Parish Mission  

 

June 20 – Anglicanism and Islam 
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Our next Confirmation in the Chaplaincy 
will happen, God willing, on Saturday 
25

th
 March AD 2017 when Bishop 

Robert Innes will visit us in Amersfoort 
and Utrecht. If you are interested in 
confirmation for yourself or for your son 
or daughter, please contact one of our 
chaplains, David Phillips (06 124 104 
31) or Grant Crowe (06 299 723 03), 
who would be most pleased to speak 
with you.  

Preparing for Confirmation is an 
opportunity for questioning and 
learning.  No aspect of the faith is “off-
limits” to your enquiry as you prepare for 
Confirmation.  Grant Crowe and David 
Phillips will share the teaching which will 
happen in Utrecht or Amersfoort.  These 
are the dates we’ve set aside for the 
preparation for confirmation (all are on 
Wednesday nights at 8pm):  January 
25; February 1, 8, 15; March 8, 15 and 

22. 

Confirmation is derived from the Latin 
word confirmare, which means “to 
strengthen.” Confirmation includes a 
public profession of the faith which, for 
those baptised as infants, was 
confessed by parents and God-parents 
at baptism.  It is also a means of grace, 
a sacramental gift where the bishop 
prays while laying hands on each 
confirmand that he or she may be 
confirmed or strengthened by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The Anglican Church administers 
confirmation in response to the example 
of the Apostles laying their hands on 
disciples of Christ and praying for the gift 
of the Spirit (e.g. Acts 7.14-17) and in 
line with the practice of the ancient 
Western Church. 

Confirmation marks that point in our 
Christian life when we are prepared to 
make for ourselves the solemn 
profession of faith and ‘other 
centredness’ which our sponsors made 
for us, if we were baptised as infants.  
Confirmation is traditionally thought to be 
the completion of the rite of Christian 
initiation and thus an appropriate 
preparation before receiving Holy 
Communion. 

Young people should be of an age when 
they can ponder serious questions about 
God and the Church.  They must be 
willing and able to think about the Holy 
Communion, not to understand it, but to 
accept that it is a mystery.  For many 
young people, an age between 11 and 
14 often seems right.  Others ask to be 
confirmed as adults, finding in the 
preparation and the solemn service a 
time to make a conscious response to 
God’s calling and gifts.   

This prayer for the sevenfold gifts of the 
Spirit (from Isaiah 11:1-2) is in the Book 
of Common Prayer service for 
Confirmation: 

Almighty and everliving God, who has vouchsafed to regenerate these thy servants 
by Water and the Holy Ghost, and hast given unto them forgiveness of all their 
sins: Strengthen them, we beseech thee, O Lord, with the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter, and daily increase in them thy manifold gifts of grace; the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding; the spirit of counsel and ghostly strength; the spirit of 
knowledge and true godliness; and fill them, O Lord, with the spirit of thy holy fear, 
now and for ever.  Amen.   
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Mother Teresa 

 

In Calcutta the poverty 
lies literally on the street 
concentrated beyond measure 
I am searching 
there lies a beggar  
on the corner, dying 
I am searching 
for Something or Someone 
mightier than myself 
I am searching for God 
 
there lies a shrunken 
crumpled bundle of rags 
sunken eyes, skin and bone 
neither waiting nor hoping 
but fading and neglected 
the gutter his final bed 
I am searching 
 
a woman leans over him 
she wears a cross 
she takes his hand 
she talks to him 
touched by love 
he receives from her a name 
 
suddenly in a flash 
it was revealed to me 
that through the gesture 
of this woman 
towards this man 
I had sensed 
the presence of God… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moeder Teresa  
 
In Calcutta 
ligt de armoe 
letterlijk op straat 
verdicht zich boven elke maat 
ik ben op zoek 
er ligt een bedelaar 
te sterven op de hoek 
ik ben op zoek 
naar Iets of Iemand 
hoger dan het ik 
ik ben op zoek naar God 
 
een mens verschrompeld 
tot wat vodden  
holle ogen en skelet 
niet wachtend 
niet hopend 
onaangeraakt vervagend 
de goot zijn laatste bed 
ik ben op zoek 
er ligt een bedelaar 
te sterven op de hoek 
ik ben op zoek 
naar Iets of Iemand 
hoger dan het ik 
ik ben op zoek naar God 
 
een vrouw zich buigend 
over deze mens 
ze draagt een kruis 
ze pakt zijn hand 
ze spreekt hem aan: 
in liefde aangeraakt 
krijgt hij van haar een naam 
 
en ik – 
in een flits 
weet ik: 
in dít gebaar 
van deze vrouw 
naar deze mens 
word ik God zelf gewaar –  

Here’s this months poem from Oeke Kruythof. English transcreation is by Jenny Narraway 
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Often we hear from visitors that it is 
Henry VIII who started the Anglican 
church.  But the history of our Church is 
just a little more complex! 

The Church of England is ancient – it 
was established in England in the 2

nd
 

century when the Romans first invaded 
the Island and some of those who came 
brought the Christian faith.  We don’t 
have much written testimony about that 
early pre-Constantinian church 
(>300AD).  But there is some interesting 
evidence in the writings of the early 
Church Fathers, through short 
comments, about the church being in 
Britain:  

 Tertullian, writing in or about the 
year 208 from Carthage (modern 
day Tunisia), says,. "In all parts of 
Spain, among the various nations of 
Gaul, in districts of Britain 
inaccessible to the Romans but 
subdued to Christ, in all these the 
kingdom and name of Christ are 
venerated."  

 Origen, in 239 from Caesarea 
(modern day Turkey), speaking of 
polytheism, asks, "When, before the 
coming of Christ, did the land of 
Britain hold the belief in the one 
God?" And again: -- "The power of 
the Saviour is felt even among 
those who are divided from our 
world, in Britain." At the same time 
Origen tells us that among the 
Britons, and six other nations whom 

he names, "very many have not yet 
heard the word of the Gospel." 

Much of our early history comes from 
the first written history by the Venerable 
Bede, a monk who wrote in 731AD, The 
Ecclesiastical History of the English 
People.   

The earliest 
member of the 
British church 
whom we know 
by name is St 
Alban. He was 
martyred for his 
faith, where St 
Albans Abbey 
now stands, a 
little north of 
London, 

probably during the Dioclesian 
persecutions in 304AD. Here’s the 
account from St Alban’s abbey website:  

Alban is believed to have been a 
Romano-British citizen of the third 
century in the Roman city of 
Verulamium..  The earliest versions of 
his history say that he gave shelter to a 
stranger fleeing from persecution. This 
was a Christian priest, originally un-
named but later called Amphibalus in the 
re-telling of the story.  Alban was so 
moved by the priest’s faith and courage 
that he asked to be taught more about 
Christianity, then still a forbidden 
religion. 

The first night of the Anglicanism course was on the Church’s history and struc-
tures and given in five parts.  The notes from that talk will be featured in the News-
letter over the next few months. - by David Phillips, chaplain of Holy Trinity Utrecht 
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Before long the authorities came to 
arrest the fugitive priest.  But Alban, 
inspired by his new-found faith, 
exchanged clothes with Amphibalus, 
allowing him to escape. Instead Alban 
was arrested and brought before the city 
magistrate.   Alban refused to sacrifice 
to the emperor and the Roman gods. 
When asked to identify himself he 
declared: ‘I am called Alban and I 
worship and adore the true and living 
God, who created all things’. 

The magistrate ordered that Alban 
should receive the punishment due to 
the priest.  He was brought out of the 
town and up the hillside to the site of 
execution where he was beheaded. 
Despite escaping, Amphibalus too was 
later arrested and martyred at 
Redbourn, a few miles away. 

Alban is honoured as the first British 
martyr, and his grave on this hillside 
quickly became a place of pilgrimage. 

David Petts, a British archeologist, says 
(reservedly) that,  

Although there is limited evidence for 
pre-Constantinian Christianity in Roman 
Britain, it is clear that in the fourth 
century AD the early church became 
increasingly widespread, partly owing to 
the influence of the Roman state. The 

archaeological evidence for this includes 
personal items bearing potential 
Christian imagery, possible liturgical 
fonts or basins, church structures and 
putative Christian burial traditions.   

There is clear evidence in a mosaic floor 
in a Roman villa unearthed in Hinton St 
Mary in Dorset from the 4

th
 century.  It is 

the earliest known image to date of 
Jesus Christ in Britain.   

We do know that in the fourth century 
British bishops attended great councils 
of the Church.  The Council of Arles 
(France) lists three British bishops in 
attendance: Restitutus the Bishop of 
London, Eborius of York, and Adelfius of 
Lincoln.  And British Bishops were listed 
at the Council in Rimini (northern Italy) 
in AD 359. This demonstrates that 
Britain possessed a committed, 
organized church that spread from the 
South East all the way up to Lincoln in 
the North East.  [Hylson-Smith, K. 
Christianity in England from Roman 
Times to the Reformation. Vol. 1, p. 54.] 

However, during the 5
th
 century, invading 

Angles, Saxons and Jutes from Europe 
brought paganism with them and they 
“seem to have destroyed the 
organisation of the church in much of 
what is now England.” [C of E website]  
But Christianity continued to flourish 
among the Britons in the West in the 
area of modern day Wales and 
Cornwall.  And there were great 
missionary movements from that 
Church. 

Some important figures in the mission of 
the Church in Britain, moving from the 
area of modern Wales to Ireland and 
from Ireland to modern day Scotland 
and northern England: 

St Ninian (360-432AD) – Apostle to the 
Southern Picts (Southern Scotland) 

 4th century mosaic floor from Dorset  
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St Patrick (active 2
nd

 half 5
th
 century) – 

evangelist and bishop of Ireland.  
Originally from Briton, he was captured 
as a boy by Irish raiders and made a 
slave, then escaped from Ireland to 
return home, where he studied 
Christianity and was made a priest only 
to be called by God in a dream to return 
to Ireland.  He is one of the Patron 
Saints of Ireland. 

St Brigid of Kildare (453-524AD) – 
Abbess and founder of many churches 
and convents in Ireland.  She is another 
Patron Saint of Ireland.  

St David (c 500-589AD) – renowned 
teacher and preacher – founded 
churches and monasteries in Wales, 
Southwest England and Brittany. (Patron 
Saint of Wales) 

St Columba (521-597AD) – 
Apostle to the (Northern) Picts 
(Scotland) – in 563AD he and 12 
monks crossed to Iona and 
founded a monastic community 
which sent missions to the Picts.  
Founded many churches, Iona 
Monastery was a school for 
missionaries. 

St Aidan (~590-651AD) Born in 
Ireland, trained in Iona, and 
founder of Lindisfarne, a 
monastery on the East Coast of 
Northern England and missionary 
to the people of that region 
(Northumbria) (and bishop).  He 
is known for his tireless journeys 
from village to village, gentle 
approach, taking an interest in the 
English people, caring for them, 
founding churches, monasteries 
and schools. 

St Cuthbert (634-687AD)  A 
monk, travelling missionary, 

bishop and hermit.  Associated with 
Melrose and Lindisfarne.  His bones 
were carried for 7 years by monks 
fleeing the Danes (Patron Saint of 
Northern England) to rest finally in 
Durham Cathedral. 

St Willibrord (658-739AD) 
Northumbrian (Apostle to the Frisians).  
Born in York, from age 20-32 studied in 
Ireland (Abbey of Rathmelsigi), 
missionary to the Frisians. 

St Augustine of Canterbury (~530-
604AD)  Was sent by Pope Gregory the 
Great to convert the pagans of South 
East Britain to the Christian faith.  
Augustine arrived in 597 with 40, many 
of whom were monks. The pagan king 
had married a Christian princess from 
Gaul.  St Augustine’s mission was a 

Map of Britain 600 AD, at the time of St Augustine of 

Canterbury's mission  
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success: the King soon accepted the 
Christian faith and on Christmas day of 
that year, many of the King’s subjects 
were baptised.  Pope Gregory’s idea 
was for Augustine to set up two 
Archbishoprics one in London and one 
in York – each with 12 bishoprics.  For 
various reason, Canterbury became the 
Archbishopric rather than London.  To 
this day there are two archbishoprics in 
the Church of England, one in 
Canterbury and one in York, and there 
are 12 senior bishops from each 
Archbishopric in the House of Lords. 

St Hilda (614-
680AD) Was 
daughter of a king, 
became a nun (from 
age 33) and soon 
made Abbess of 
Hartepoole 
(appointed by St 
Aidan) and then 
founder of Whitby 
Abbey, both of 

which were “double monasteries” (i.e 
they had men and women, professed 
monks and nuns, living separately but 
coming together for worship).  She 
especially promoted Scripture study, was 
a skilled administrator and teacher, 
known for her wisdom and piety, and 
was sought out by kings for advice.   

Whitby monastery in Northumbria, led by 
St Hilda, was chosen by King Oswald to 
convene the Synod of Whitby (664) 
where there was agreement amongst 
the Celtic monks to accept the Roman 
traditions.  Some of the differences 
discussed were:  

 the date of Easter (particularly 
important as Christians from the 
South were mingling more with 
Christians in the North);  

 the ecclesiastical tonsure (the 
haircut of monks!);  

 Bede makes this cryptic remark, “a 
failure to complete the sacrament of 
baptism” which modern scholars 
debate whether this might mean a 
failure to have confirmation in the 
Celtic Church;   

 approaches to ascetic practices (the 
Celtic monastics had a more severe 
Rule, following the Desert Fathers, 
than the Benedictine Rule, also 
“characteristic of their rigorous 
asceticism was an emphasis on 
missionary work – a voluntary exile 
of wandering for the love of God 
(peregrinati)” [Trevor Miller, New 
Dictionary of Theology];  

 missionary endeavours; and  

 church organization.   

The Church of England website notes 
two important aspects of this early part 
of its history: 

What eventually became known as the 
Church of England (the Ecclesia 
Anglicana - or the English Church) was 
the result of a combination of three 
streams of Christianity: (i) the Roman 
tradition of St Augustine and his 
successors, (ii) the remnants of the old 
Romano-British church and (iii) the 
Celtic tradition coming down from 
Scotland and associated with people like 
St Aidan and St Cuthbert.   

The result [of St Augustine’s mission and 
subsequent Synods] was an English 
Church… that was fully assimilated into 
the mainstream of the Christian Church 
of the West.  This meant that it was 
influenced by the wider development of 
the Western Christian tradition in matters 
such as theology, liturgy, church 
architecture, and the development of 
monasticism. It also meant that until the 
Reformation in the 16th century the 
Church of England acknowledged the 
authority of the Pope.[C of E website] 



14 

Utrecht, September 2016  

 
 
Beste Tibetvrienden, 
 
Dit zal wel een van mijn laatste tibetbrieven worden,want 
ik moet mijn activiteiten langzamerhand wat  gaan af-
bouwen. Maar ik hoop van ganser harte dat ik mijn 
laatste project, de inrichting van de collegezalen van de 
Tibetaanse universiteit in Bangalore, nog kan afmaken. 
Helpt U nog even met de laatste loodjes, alstublieft?Zie 
IBAN nummer bovenaan deze brief. 
 
Het is bijzonder fijn dat U al deze jaren zo trouw hebt ge-
holpen om de Tibetaanse kinderen in India op te vangen 
en hun een kans te geven om een volledige schoolo-
pleiding  te volgen. Het hoofddoel van de meeste onder-
wijsinstellingen in de streken waar de Tibetaanse 
vluchtelingen  in ballingschap leven is om de kinderen voor te bereiden op de op-
bouw van hun land zodra het vrij is van de Chinese bezetting, om daar dan 
geestelijk en politiek goed leiding te kunnen geven… 
Het Departement van Onderwijs van de Tibetaanse regering in ballingschap  zorgt 
nu voor meer dan tachtig Tibetaanse scholen in India, Nepal en Bhutan.Deze 
scholen bieden het beste van de moderne en traditionele opvoeding en zijn een 
nuttige bron waar het onderwijs nu wordt voortgezet .Jonge, goed opgeleide eigen 
leraren vormen het referentiekader voor Tibetaans onderwijs aan de gevluchteTi-
betaanse kinderen. Er komen er elk jaar zo’n zeshonderd bij, want de toestand in 
Tibet is erbarmelijk. Zelfverbrandingen zijn nog aan de orde van de dag. 
 
Het comité tegen foltering van de Verenigde Naties roept de Chinezen ter verant-
woording over hun diepgewortelde martelpraktijken en mishandelingen. 
De Chinese autoriteiten trekken zich langzamerhand steeds een klein beetje meer 
aan van de kritieken. Voor het eerst hebben zij toegegeven “dat  de Dalai Lama 
een bedreiging voor China is”. 
De Chinezen gaan ook maar door met het vernietigen van de Tibetaanse cultuur 
en ook het milieu. Het kwetsbare milieu van Tibet warmt veel sneller op dan waar 

Maya Hoogveld.  
Prof. Wentlaan 38  
3571 GD Utrecht 
tel.030- 2719090    

mhehoog@gmail.com 
Iban NL 88 INGB 0005 7034 91  

t.n.v. M.H.E.Hoogveld 
http://mayahoogveld/blogspot.com 
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ook ter wereld. Honderden miljoenen mensen zijn afhankelijk  van belangrijke rivi-
eren die in Tibet ontspringen. Er zijn nu plannen voor een gigantisch waterom-
leidings plan om vanuit Tibetaanse gebieden water over te hevelen naar het 
uitgedroogde no orden van China. Daardoor ontstaan risico’s,want dat plateau is 
een van de meest seismische gebieden op aarde. De nomaden die er wonen 
worden gewoon uit hun woongebied verwijderd. 
 
Dank zij U allemaal is er heel veel tot stand gebracht. U hebt kinderen op afstand 
geadopteerd en geholpen kindertehuizen, scholen, medische centra en 
opvanghuizen te bouwen en te onderhouden, Geweldig allemaal! Het zou fijn zijn 
om aan dit alles de laatste hand te kunnen leggen. Zal het lukken? 
 
ZWEMVIERDAAGSE 

We (pluralis majestatis) gaan ook nog een keer 
meedoen aan de Zwemvierdaagse. Wilt U mij 
daarvoor sponsoren? Natuurlijk heel graag! Het 
ibannummer staat bovenaan deze brief. Het is 
mijn speciale Tibetrekening, waarvan de bedragen 
regelrecht naar de Wilde Ganzen gaan. 
 
BLOEMBOLLEN 

U kunt ook weer prachtige bloembollen bestellen. 30% van de opbrengst gaat 
naar het goede doel en daar komt dan later ook nog de premie van de Wilde Gan-
zen bij. Even een mailtje of een telefoontje en ik stuur U de catalogus toe. 

 
NAMGYAL LHAMO 

Het concert in de Holy Trinity kerk in Utrecht was weer een 
groot succes. Dit jaar was er ook een optreden bij van de 
Tibetaanse nachtegaal Namgyal Lhamo, die ook een res-
taurant heeft aan de Oudegracht: De Werfkring.  
 
BOEKENBEURS 

Verder gaat ook de boekenbeurs wellicht 
door. U kunt daar kiezen uit een schat 

aan boeken voor een heel schappelijke  prijs: een cent per 
bladzijde, werkelijk spotgoedkoop .Wie wil helpen wil met het 
combineren met andere activiteiten, wij horen het graag !  Daa-
rover komen dan meer berichten in de volgende tibetbrief. 
 
Voor vandaag een hartelijke Tibetaanse groet, 
 
 
 
 

 Maya Hoogveld 
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Though the fig tree does not blossom, there are no grapes on 

the vines, the olive crop fails, and the fields produce no food; 

though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls: 

YET will I rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Saviour. 

The Lord my God is my strength*  

The Northern Galilee in Winter is 

stunningly beautiful. Verdant hills stretch 

for kilometres profiling greens of every 

hue.  Puffy cumulus clouds, pregnant 

with the promise of rain, glide overhead 

set in motion by cool breezes. Sheep 

contentedly graze on hills that slope 

toward the Sea of Galilee. Everything is 

in bloom. Flowering plants and fruiting 

trees explode in colourful profusion; 

their delicate odours fill the air. 

Roadside hawkers sell their produce to 

travellers. The land is fecund, teeming 

with bounty. 

This fecundity—this wealth—is starkly 

contrasted for us by Habakkuk. When 

the rains dry up, all is lost.  There is no 

grazing in verdant pasture. No buds 

blossom, no fruit sprouts on the vine. 

Produce fails. Life crashes.  

Unless we live in agricultural societies, 

we cannot immediately relate to this 

message. But for those dependent on 

these commodities, the loss of figs, 

olives, cattle & sheep is as devastating 

today as in the day of Habakkuk. Ask a 

shepherd in Jordan. The vintner in 

Southern France. The fig farmer in 

Malta. Their lives and their livelihoods 

depend on these products.  

Even if we can’t directly relate to these 

verses, we, too, understand the 

experience.  

That academic degree for which we 

laboured long and hard, does not 

‘blossom’ into the hoped-for job. The 

‘fruits of our labour’ languish, tattered 

despite long hours of industrious toiling. 

The sheep in the pen, the cattle in the 

stall—that pension attached to the stock 

market; those savings for a new car, the 

house payment—vanish before our 

eyes.  The company downsizes. The job 

is outsourced.  There is nothing in the 

stall and literally nothing on the shelf.  

We feel emotionally spent, drained and 

uncertain about the future.    

And yet we are instructed to rejoice. Not 

in ruinous circumstances. Not in the 

loss. We are to rejoice in God who is 

our strength. No matter life’s 

devastations; despite the shambles 

around us, difficult as it maybe: Rejoice!  

Why? Because rejoicing is an act of 

Faith, an act of choice.  Habakkuk 

asserts: YET—despite the 

circumstances—Rejoice. Rejoice in God 

our salvation, in God our deliverer—for 

*Habakkuk 3: ff, NIV 
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the ‘Lord our God is our Strength’.  And 

in that strength, Habakkuk asserts, we 

are able to reach new heights (verse 

3:19).  

This is psychologically sound advice for 

the 21
st
 century sojourner. Health 

studies reveal those who find joy in the 

circumstances of life—no matter how 

devastating—are more resilient, have 

better physical health, and enjoy a better 

quality of life as they are spiritually 

transformed**.   

So, if your fig tree has yet to blossom, 

thank God in Faith. Rain is on the way!  

**Chandler, Holder & Kolander, Counseling for 

Spiritual Wellness, 1992. 

 

The Bible studies about the Lord’s 
Prayer are started. There are three 
groups and therefor three addresses. 
New participants are still more than 
welcome. 
 
Any questions? Please ask: 
 
Danielle Los - 030 236 8572 
Hans Baars - ebaars@planet  
Xander van Asperen -  
xandervanasperen@solcon.nl 
 
 
 

 Bible Study Utrecht 2nd en 4th 

Tuesday of the month in the 
Parsonage, coffee or tea at 19.45, 
end at 21.45. 

 Bible Study Houten at Wednesday 

at 10 hrs., once per two weeks, next 
is October 12 and then 26. Place: 
home of Susette and Frank Fink 
Jensen, Kloostertuin 15, Houten, 
phone 030 635 2809. 

 Bible Study Betuwe day and place 

not fixed, ask Hans and Isabel 
Baars, phone 0418 592525. 

Our chaplaincy reaches out to God in prayer to hold up the chaplaincy and its 
members in particular need.  We are offer this ministry both in Utrecht and Zwolle.  
If you have requests for the prayer chain, or if feel called be a part in this ministry 
of intercession, please contact:  

Anne Miechielsen  
organizes and 
participates in this 
ministry at Holy Trinity 
in Utrecht:  

 

anne@miechielsen.nl 

Janie McCloughin 
organizes and 

participates  
in this ministry at  
Zwolle Anglican 

Church: 
 

mccloughin@gmail.com 
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'Komkommer tijd'?  That's the Dutch 
expression for the late summer period 
when cucumbers grow well but when 
not much that's newsworthy takes place.  
In the university cities like Groningen, 
the streets are nearly as empty as the 
newspapers, because many are away or 
are indoors feverishly writing up their 
final theses.  In a supposedly slow news 
period, two notable blessings occurred 
for members of our fellowship. 

 
The Revd 
Martin Mondal, 
who'd come to 
Groningen 
from 
Bangladesh 
last year, to 
study for a 

Masters in Intercultural Theology at the 
Protestant Theological University, 
successfully completed his work (a 
comparative study on mission and 
ministry, with our own little church plant 
as one case study).  In late August, he 
received his degree (pictured).  Martin 
was a valued member of Grace Church, 
and as a minister in the Church of 
Bangladesh, taught us much about faith 
and culture in his part of Asia.  During 
Martin's time in Groningen, very sadly, 
his father passed away, and he was 
unable to return home for the funeral, 
which was extremely painful.  But he 
was nonetheless grateful for the support 
we could give him, and, though we will 
miss him and he us, he is delighted to 
return home to his family and ministry in 
Dhaka.  Blessings, Martin! 
 

Also in August, 
after more than a 
year's wait, our 
friend Jacob 
(pictured), an 
asylum seeker 
who had 
converted to the 
Christian faith and 

been baptized and confirmed in January 
2016, finally got feedback from the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
about his case.  The feedback though, 
was negative, particularly casting doubt 
on the legitimacy of his conversion!  
Since first coming to Grace, Jacob had 
been a faithful and committed 
worshipper, had undergone extensive 
baptism and confirmation preparation, 
had then become a chalice assistant, 
and also had helped with a new Alpha 
course.  So we, and my local Protestant 
colleagues who also know Jacob from 
his involvement in their church in Haren, 
were all quite gobsmacked, but 
fortunately were allowed to write letters 
supporting Jacob.  At the end of August, 
miraculously, the IND returned with a 
decision to permit Jacob to stay.  Our 
potential mourning was turned into 
rejoicing (cf Ps 126), and we were all 
astounded and grateful for this change 
of heart on the part of the authorities.  
Moreover, we are thankful for Jacob and 
his family. 
So, all in all, not a boring 
komkommertijd at all! 
 
Blessings, Sam Van Leer, 
Assoc Chaplain for Grace Church 
Groningen 
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Vrijdag 14 oktober verzorgt dr. Els 
Rose de jaarlijkse Domkerklezing in 
de Domkerk. Deze lezing is een 
initiatief van Stichting Vrienden van 
de Domkerk en begint om 16.00 uur. 
Natuurlijk is er ook een (passende) 
muzikale bijdrage. Na afloop bent u 
welkom voor een hapje en een 
drankje. 
 
2016 is het jaar waarin de 1700ste 
geboortedag van Martinus van Tours, 
Sint Maarten (316-397), gevierd wordt. 
De Domkerklezing vertelt onder de titel 
‘1700 jaar “Sint” Maarten’ het vrijwel 
ononderbroken verhaal van 17 eeuwen 
Sint Maartensverering. Deze middag 
gaan we op zoek naar het geheim van 
de aantrekkingskracht van St 
Maarten. Wie en wat hebben 
bijgedragen aan zijn enorme 
populariteit die eeuwen 
overspant? En in wat voor 
vormen krijgt de “verering” van 
deze heilige gestalte aan het 
begin van de 21

e
 eeuw? 

Deze middag komt niet alleen 
het verre verleden aan de 
orde. We nemen ook een kijkje 
achter de schermen van 
hedendaagse St Maartens-
“verering”, in binnen- en 
buitenland. De laatste 
decennia maakt de heilige van 
de manteldeling een ware 
revival door, waarbij oude 
tradities nieuw leven wordt 
ingeblazen en nieuwe tradities 
worden uitgevonden. 
Hartelijk welkom op 14 oktober 
in de Utrechtse Domkerk! 

Els Rose is als universitair hoofddocent 
Middeleeuws Latijn werkzaam aan de 
Universiteit Utrecht. Zij doet onderzoek 
naar heiligenverering en liturgie in de 
vroege Middeleeuwen en publiceert 
daarnaast boeken en artikelen waarin de 
sacrale taal van de middeleeuwse kerk, 
het Latijn, centraal staat. 
In 1997 gaf zij samen met Peter Nissen 

(RU Nijmegen) een nieuwe vertaling uit 

van het Leven van St Maarten (Kok 

Kampen, 1997) ter gelegenheid van de 

1600
ste

sterfdag van St Maarten 
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In response to the men's group with lots of meat and serious talks, we thought a 
women's group would be a good idea.  Maybe something with tea and 
chocolate...?  
 
Our first meeting we were with 8 women and discussed our reasons for wanting a 
group, and what kind of things we could do.This is what we agreed on: 
Our aim is to get more connected to one another, to grow together in fellowship 
and faith. We will not do Bible Study, as there is a Bible Study Group for that. ( we 
will of course use the Bible in our introductions or discussions) 
 
We want to try lots of different ways to get to know one another, by sharing things 
from our own lives, reading a book and discussing it, doing something creative 
and so on. Also we could organize something for others every now and then. 
We will meet every two to three weeks. 
 

If you are a woman and would like to join, please let us know! 

Rosemarie, Paula, Danielle.  

This report is submitted by Sheila Kooijman, chair of 
the Charitable Givings Committee at Holy Trinity in 
Utrecht. 

Priya Mobach, a member of our congregation, runs 
her own charity "Kids in Sri Lanka" to help the less 
fortunate kids of Sri Lanka. They help with the kids' 
education and other needs so that they have a better 
tomorrow. Currently she is collecting funds to clothe 
75 handicapped children.    

 

The community of Oudezijds 100, in the center of Amster-
dam, strives to live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ in their 
daily lives and work. They offer help in the form of a walk-in 
center for people without refuge, supported living, medical 
and social care as well as medical care for uninsured people. 
The community acts as a big family and training school in 
support of the above mentioned social-care programmes. 
 

www.facebook.com/Kids-in-Sri-Lanka-135339183174990          
www.oudezijds100.nl 
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“The main drift of the whole New Testament is that which St John sets down as the 

purpose of his own history, These things are written, that you might believe that Jesus 

is Christ the Son of God, and that in believing you might have life through His Name.  

The drift of the Old that which the Apostle mentioned to Timothy, The Holy Scriptures 

are able to make you wise unto salvation.  So that the general end both of Old and 

New is one; the difference between them consisting in this, that the Old did make wise 

by teaching salvation through Christ that should come, the New by teaching that Christ 

the Saviour is come, and that Jesus who was crucified, and whom God did raise again 

from the dead, is He.” 

Richard Hooker, Laws, Book I, Ch. xiv, 4 

 

O Lord, we beseech you, make us subject to you with a ready will,  
and ever stir up our wills to entreat you;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Lord, we beseech you, grant your people grace to avoid the infections of the devil 
 and with pure hearts and minds to follow you the only God;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Job 27 1 Timothy 1:1-17 Job 28 Luke 6:39-7:10 

Tuesday Job 29:1-30:1 1 Timothy 1:18-2 end Job 31:13-end Luke 7:11-35 

Wednesday Job 32 1 Timothy 3 Job 33 Luke 7:36-end 

Thursday Job 38:1-21 1 Timothy 4 Job 38:22-end Luke 8:1-21 

Friday Job 39 1 Timothy 5 Job 40 Luke 8:22-end 

Saturday Job 41 1 Timothy 6 Job 42 Luke 9:1-17 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Proverbs 1:1-19 Titus 1:1—2:8 Proverbs 1:20-end Luke 9:18-50 

Tuesday Proverbs 2 Titus 2:9—3 end Proverbs 3:1-26 Luke 9:51-end 

Wednes-
day 

Proverbs 3:27-4:19 2 Timothy 1 Proverbs 4:20-5:14 Luke 10:1-24 

Thursday Proverbs 6:1-19 2 Timothy 2 Proverbs 8 
Luke 10:25-
end 

Friday Proverbs 9 2 Timothy 3 Proverbs 10:1-22 Luke 11:1-28 

Saturday Proverbs 11:1-25 2 Timothy 4 Proverbs 12:10-end 
Luke 11:29-
end 
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O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able to please you;  
Mercifully grant, that your Holy Spirit, may in all things direct and rule our hearts;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

O Almighty and most merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep us,  

we beseech you, from all things that may hurt us; that we, being ready both in 
body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things that you would have us do;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Grant, we beseech you, merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace;  

that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Monday Ecclesiasticus 1:1-10 Acts 1 Wisdom 3:1-9 
Heb 11:32-
12:2 

All Saints’ Wisdom 5:1-16 Rev 19:6-10 Ecclus 44:1-15 Rev 7:9-end 

Wednes-
day 

Ecclus 4:11-28 Acts 4:5-31 Ecclus 4:29—6:1 Acts 4:32-5:11 

Thursday Ecclus 6:14-31 Acts 5:12—6:7 Ecclesiasticus 7:27-end Acts 6:8—7:16 

Friday Ecclus 10:6-8,12-24 Acts 7:17-34 Ecclesiasticus 11:7-28 Acts 7:35—8:4 

Saturday Ecclus 14:20—15:10 Acts 8:4-25 Ecclus 15:11-end Acts 8:26-end 
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Every Sunday: 9:30am Sung Holy Communion (except 5th Sunday: Morning Prayer)  

Midweek services at 8pm: Tues Oct 5 Communion / Thurs Oct 6, 13, 27 Prayers  

Heilige Geestkerk, Mozartweg 54, Amersfoort (see: www.allsaintsamersfoort.nl)  

4pm First Sunday (Holy Communion) and 4pm Third Sunday (Evensong) every Month 

10:30am 2nd Sunday (Service of the Word) and 4th Sunday (Holy Communion) every 

Month 

Services are in English unless otherwise specified. 

 

Sunday 2nd October       Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity  

      9:00 Said Holy Communion  

      10:30 All Age Worship - Sung Communion  

Sunday 9th October       Twentieth Sunday after Trinity (The Rev Trevor Whitfield) 

        9:00 Sung Communion (Dutch/Eng) 

      10:30 Sung Communion  

      14:30 Choral Evensong  

Saturday 15th October      Evening Prayer and Praise  

      19:30 Service of the Word with Gospel Band  

Sunday 16th October       Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity 

        9:00 Said Holy Communion  

      10:30 Choral Communion  

Monday 17th October      Eve of the Feast of St Luke the Evangelist 

      20:00 Holy Communion 

Sunday 23rd October      Twenty-Second Sunday after Trinity 

       9:00 Sung Communion (Dutch/Eng) 

      10:30 Choral Communion 

Friday 28th October       St Simon and St Jude, Apostles 

      20:00 Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th October       All Saints’ Sunday  

        9:00 Said Holy Communion  

      10:30 Solemn Choral Communion  

 

In addition to the above services, we have these regular midweek services: 

Daily:        Morning Prayer (Tues to Fri 8.00; Sat 9.00)  

      Evening Prayer  (Tues to Fri 17.30; Sat 17:00) 

Weekly:         Holy Communion (said) (Wednesday at 19.00) 


